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THE SEA WOLF 


Supreme Gillnet bowpicker 
on the Columbia River 


Captain Joe “Junior” Tarabochia 
Washington shore with Pillar Rock and 
Brookfield in background. 

Picture circa, 1956 





See Page 7 / 
Photo Credit to Brian Tarabochia 





Sally the Salmon Says... 
1S 2009 is a big year in our history 
} Oregon Statehood sesquicentennial: 1859-2009 
CREPU 125th Anniversary: 1884-2009 
“I played a big part in both” 
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FORWARD 


This paper is being published for the purpose of keeping the public and fishermen informed 
of the facts and happenings in regard to the Columbia River Fishing Industry and people 
connected with it. Historical articles and pictures will also be emphasized. The advertisements which 
appear within make it financially possible to publish this paper and we hope you will 
in return patronize and thank the business people who contribute to this cause. Anyone who 
wishes to contribute articles, pictures, stories, or ads, please contact the editor at: 
P.O. Box 627, Astoria, Oregon 97103 or call (503) 325-2702 

















Hellp Support the 
Coluumbia River Gillnetter Publication 


The Columbia River Gillnetter is one of the only remaining publications on the 
west Coast devoted exclusively to gillnetting. We have been making a difference 
for 40 years, Our continued existence is threatened by increasing production 
and mailing costs. Now more than ever, we need a voice to represent our side 
of the issue, and the Gillnetter is an important contact with fishermen, lawmak- 
ers and the public. If you would like to help, send donations to Columbia River 
Gillnetter. 




















The following individuals have made a contribution to the Columbia River Gillnetter Publication, 
which will be used to help continue the publication and mailing of the free informational newspa- 
per. We thank them for their support 






July 2008 to 
January 2009 


Bill Ojanen — Astoria, OR 

Thane Tiensen — Portland, OR 
Fleming Pedersen — Junction City, OR 
Joe “Jr.” Tarabochia — Astoria, OR Astoria, OR 

John McGowan — Warrenton, OR Pete Heckes — Oysterville, WA 

Wayne & Joy Brotherton —- Knappa, OR Ernie Larson — Knappa, OR 

David Coffey — Astoria, OR Jessie Jones — Santa Barbara, CA 
Robert Everard — Warrenton, OR Don & Pat Cassady — Vancouver, WA 
Robert & JoAnn Sunnel- Gary Meier — Eugene, OR 
Williamsburg, VA Bob Seloover — Astoria, OR 

Gerald Sommerset — Sun Lakes, AZ Elmer Hjorten — Shoreline, WA 
Don McDaniel - Astoria, OR Memory of Mel Hjorten 

Ron Westerlund — Astoria, OR Gladys Halsan —- Knappa, OR 

Bill Leahy — Yorba Linda, CA Memory of Almeda Siverson 

Lloyd Haatia — West Linn, OR Ron & Louise Hubbard — Astoria, OR 








Don Abrahams — Svensen, OR 
Glenn Larsen — Astoria, OR 
George & Almeda Siverson — 

























Carl & Pat Bartruff— Portland, OR Memory of Bill Heiner 

Fred Antilla — Astoria, OR Phil & Marcia Doumit — 

Phillip & Nettie Blair — Astoria, OR Gold Canyon, AZ 

Dave & Lynn Luethe — La Crosse, WI Memory of Harry Doumit 
Shirley Tinner — Astoria, OR John Vlastelicia — Scappoose, OR 
Albert & Jane Lokan — Milwaukie, OR Memory of Jim Morrell & 

Walt Fransen — Astoria, OR Constance Harlow 










This Paper was started for your benefit in 1969 to help keep you informed on Gillnet issues. As we are 
non-profit, we depend on advertising and donations to keep publishing and mailing this newsletter 










Please make your contributions to: Columbia River Gillnetter, P.O. Box 627, Astoria, OR 97103 
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503-325-5841 voice/fax 
439 30th Street, Astoria OR 
anchorgraphics@seasurf.com 


Serving the area for over 55 YEARS! 


Self-Mailing Brochures 
Variable Data Printing 
Addressing 

UPC Bar Coding 
FREE Local Delivery 


a_ Letterhead A 
Envelopes A 
Forms A 
Post Cards A 
Business Cards A 

Booklets 





Union 


The CRFPU board has 
authorized lessor membership 
price of $100.00 or $50.00 per 

year for those who want to 
help out. 
The yearly voting membership 
remains at $150.00. 

A Union card and receipt will 
be issued in each case. 
Send Dues checks to: 
Jack Marincovich, 
CRFPU 
P. O. Box 627 
Astoria, OR 97103 


PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES! 


ea na ere kr me ee 71 
! mon ! 
| NOTICE | 
'OUR OFFICE IS CHARGED FOR! 
1 EACH ISSUE OF THE GILLNET-: 
TER RETURNED TO US. IF YOU; 
| HAVE CHANGED YOUR AD- | 


'DRESS. PLEASE FILL OUT THIS! 
! FORM AND RETURN IT TO US. ! 


| ‘Name 
ineye Address 























QO 
cr 
< 


P. O. Box 627, Astoria, OR 97103 f 


I 

! 

iState Zip 

Phone 

‘email 

: 

| Send to: Jon Westerholm, CRFPU, 
I 

L 





From 
The 


Editor 


This year, 2009, is the year 
of anniversaries in our Oregon 
Northwest history. We just 
completed the 3-year Bicentennial 
celebration of the Lewis & Clark 
Expedition in 2004, ’05, & 06 and 
now it is the sesquicentennial of 
Oregon Statehood from 1859. And 
then in two more years, we will be 
recognizing the Bicentennial of the 
founding of Astoria in 1811. 





Columbia River Fishers. 


This oi] painting on cumcas was done by 

Browramead mative Bess Bar Gaye. & Knappa 

High School and University af Oregon An Education 

Graduate, It was a commission for the 

ia Ri enen’s Protective Union in 
1950 to help reengnies the importance ofthe. 
 Cxlembia River commercial salmon fishery during 
the ae Statehood Centennial celebration. 


If that isn’t enough, we will also 
be recognizing 125 years of one 
of the oldest fishery organizations 
on the Pacific Coast, this year 
namely our own Columbia River 
Fishermen’s Protective Union. 





It certainly has had a strong 
influence on the Columbia River 
through the Commercial Fishery 
and the salmon canneries from 
1884 to today, representing 
cannery workers as well as 
fishermen, with the organization 








Located at the Brownsmead Grange Hall 


of Salmon for All. Fifty years ago, 
in 1959, we in the salmon business 
here on the lower river started 
a movement to hopefully share 
equally the resource among all 
user groups. We firmly believed 
that with proper regulation and 
cooperation that there would 
be some harvest for all, from the 
Ocean Troller and Charter boats to 
the river Gillnetter to the Sports 
fisherman, and finally, of course, 
to the Native Americans fishing 
upriver. The thinking was that 
we would provide equally for 
salmon for all groups including the 
consuming public with subsistence 
and ceremonial needs included 
for others, while profitability and 
recreation prevailed as well. 
Finally our publication is also 
having a birthday of sorts this year 
after being started 40 years ago in 
1969 by its founder, Don Riswick, 


and now some CST on the Na 






THE LOGGER 
RESTAURANT 


Hwy. 30 & Knappa Road 
High Climber Cocktail Lounge 









Orders to Go 503-458-6886 


Non-Smoking Restaurant 
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 
Lottery Service Center 


e Owners: Mary Ann & Kari Hall - Mark Alfonse 


Catering Available 503-458-6100 


6 years by “Yours Truly”. It was 
printed in a newspaper form until 
1989 and the past 20 years in the 
present magazine format, keeping 
you informed of the fishing 
industry of today and historical 
background of the area from 

the past. 

As we move forward into 2009 
with all this positive celebration 
connected to Astoria, the Columbia 
River, and “Sally the Salmon” 
to focus on, it is hard to realize 
what is happening to us. With the 
ever increasing population with 
its overwhelming need for more 
resources here in the Northwest, 
it is difficult to maintain our 
continued quality of living that 
we have so enjoyed in the past. 
And now on top of that, recession 
to oe with. We shall overcome. 












VOLVO 
PENTA 


Columbia Pacific 
Marine Works Inc. 


SPECIALIZING IN STERN DRIVES 
CUSTOM FAB. & WELDING 


(503) 325-4310 Bob, Lasse, & Doug 


531 GATEWAY Astoria, OR 97103 








Aplowia Fax Consulting 


HAS MOVED TO THE PORT OF ASTORIA 
Next to the Red Lion Inn 


WE MAKE TAXES EASY 
* Electronic Filing + All States 
* Accurate + Confidential 
«Friendly Service + Professional 
* Personalized 
¢ Prior years return checked FREE! 
Specializing in individual, self-employed 
and small business income taxes. 
LET US HELP PROTECT 
WHAT YOU HAVE __ 
348 Industry Street, Astoria, Oregon 97103 
Ph: 503.325.TAX (8297) Toll-free: 877.325.8297 
Fax: 503.325.FAXS (3297) atc@seasurf.net 
@eeeeeesceeeeee?ee#seeese# 
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Rhoda ihander 
Enrolled Agent 


Licensed Tax Consultant 











PROFESSIONAL HOME INSPECTION 
Ce cs ns ett eae 


LARRY PETERSEN 
CONVENTIONAL, FHA/VA PEST & DRY ROT CERTIFIED INSPECTOR 
HOME INSPECTIONS & STRUCTURAL PEST CONTROL 
Business 503-325-5130 

Cell 503-338-8554 


283 Kensington 
Astoria, Oregon 97103 


OREGON STATE CERTIFIED * LICENSED 
BONDED «INSURED 
OCHI No. 075 ¢ CCB No. 104975 
PCO No. 134634 * PCA NO. 134635 


AGENT FOR 
Grange Insurance Group 
United Heritage Property & Casualty 


1361 Duane St., Astoria, OR 97103 
(503) 325-4748 
Fax (503) 325-4118 









“The Commercial Fisherman’s Eyecare Specialist’ 


+}. 


x6 North Coast Vision Center 
Laura M. Gianelli, O.D. 
Walter R. Receconi, O.D. 


Family Vision Care * Contact Lenses 
Pre & Post Surgical Care ¢ Fashon Frames 












577 18th Street, Astoria, OR 97103 
(503) 325-4401 Fax (503) 325-3278 


| ANDYE B ENN ETT THANE TIENSON 
BLUMSTEIN up 


Ag el ORR e ions 


Member of the Oregon and 
Washington State Bars 


Representing Commercial Fishermen 
for over 25 years in the 
Northwest and Alaska 


Alaska: 
701 West 8th Ave., Suite 1200 


Oregon - Washington 
1300 SW 5th Ave., Suite 3500 
Portland, Oregon 97201 


Anchorage, Alaska 99501 


1981 East Palmer-Wasilla Highway, 
Suite 220 
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 


Tel: 503.224.4100 Fax: 503.224.4133 
Toll Free: 877.224.4133 
tienson@landye-bennett.com 


BRITISH PUB AND RESTAURANT 
“WE’RE NUMBER | ON 2 STREET” 
ASTORIA, OREGON 325-0033 
Jill Stokeld, your Host 
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Jack Marincovich 
Executive Secretary Report 


(left) Jon Westerholm - Columbia River Gillnetter Editor & (right) Jack Marincovich- Union 
Executive Secretary at the Andrew Marincovich house “museum” in Clifton. 


Darren Crookshanks New 
President At CRFPU 

CRFPU held our annual meeting 
in the first week at December at 
Hump’s Restaurant in Clatskanie, 
Oregon.A good turnout of fishermen 
plus a number of guests including 
Joan Dukes, John Jovanovich, Kathy 
Sanders from the Port of Astoria with 
Jim Wells, and Hobe Kyttr. 

Gary Soderstrom our President for 
a number of years thought it would 
be best for him to step down at this 
time.We all want to thank him for his 
good service to our Union and time 
he spent to make our fishery a 
better one. 

Darren Crookshanks one of our 
young fishermen from Willow Grove, 
below Longview, WA. stepped forward 
to take a shot at that position. He got 
full support of all the fishermen, so 
welcome aboard Darren. 

T attended the Compact Meeting 
in Oregon City on January 29th. The 
Staff gave a report on the numbers 
we are looking at for the New Year. 
There was no way that any action 
could be taken on anything for 2009 
because up to the time of the meeting 
the Commissioners for Oregon and 
Washington still could not agree on 
the shares to be allocated between 


Sport and Commercial Fishermen. 

The Treaty Fishermen spoke out 
strongly on how upset they were 
with the allocation of The Spring Run 
in 2008. The Sport Fishermen were 
allowed to harvest more than the 
Treaty Fishermen. 

We also have to agree with that 
because the same thing happened 
to our fishermen on The Spring Run 
where we were out fished by a 
3 to 1 margin. 

We must continue to attend all the 
meetings in order to get our 
message across. 


Jack Marincovich 
Executive Secretary, C.REPU 


Phone (503) 458-6561 
Fare (503) 458-6763 





Knutsen 
INSURANCE 


Auto - Home - Marine 
Since 1919 


Call 325-1541 for a Quotation 


968 Commercial Street, Astoria 
3410 Hwy 101 North, Gearhart 503-738-8455 


Email: sseppa@knutsenins.com 








Vinson Brothers Construction 


CCBE 66679 
Rock Products * Excavation 
Underground Unites 
Septic Systems 


VB. Construction Inc, 
92740 Knappa Dock Ra. 
Astoria, OR 97103 


Dennis Vinson 


Home (503) 325-4125 
Cellullar (503) 741-0170 





HUMP’S 


RESTAURANT 
Open at 7 am everyday 


¢ in Clatskanie ¢ 
503-728-2626 








WEST COAST 
PROPELLER 
Ale 3 


of Warrenton, Oregon 






Hi-Torque Propellers, the 
Captain’s Choice! 


Certified & Authorized factory 
Repair Station 


Propellers & Shafts 
Our specialty 


Welding — Machine Shop 


827 NE Harbor Street, 
Warrenton OR 


(503) 861-1483 fax 861-1112 


Now two locations to serve 
you: Warrenton and 
Homer, Alaska! 


41871 Kachemak Dr. 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
(907) 235-3737 





The SEA WOLF was built in Astoria 
at the George and Barker Station Boat 
Shop, in 1942, by Gregory Vlastelica. 

It was longer and larger than most 
Columbia River bow picker gillnetters 
of the time being 31 ft. long with a 10 
ft. beam. Joe “Jr.” Tarabochia acquired 
the boat in 1952. 

Vlastelica had an extreme interest in 
building large boats with some unique 
ideas in their structure. You could see 
his creations at George and Barker in 
various stages of completion for many 
years through the ‘40’s,‘50’s, and ‘60’s. 

Joe “Jr” fished the boat for some 
20 years at his drift at Woody Island 
and along the ship channel in front 
of Brookfield and down past Pillar 
Rock. He traditionally had the large 
fish locker full of salmon after a nights 
fishing. It would hold 4,500 pounds. 

SEA WOLFF received its name from 
the large model Kermath engine that 
was installed in it initially. Joe had 
the boat rebuilt in 1968 and a straight 
8 Packard engine was put in. In 
later years a Chrysler hemi-head V-8 
powered the craft. 





SEA WOLF and its captain became 
well-known up and down the lower 
river from Woody Island to Blind 
Channel at Point Ellice and down 
to the Chinook Jetty and Jetty “A’, 
as well as the other members of the 
prominent Tarabochia family 
of gillnetters. 

Joe got his new fiberglass stern reel 
boat, Polara, in 1969 and passed the 
SEA WOLF down to other members of 
the family. 

Joe’s son Brian now has the SEA 


Sea 





WOLF the last several years in dry 
storage, eventually to restore Her back 
to life and back to the water. 


The Tarabochia Family 


Joe “Junior” Tarabochia is the senior 
member of siblings in his generation 
of the very prominent gillnet fishing 
family that settled on the Columbia 
River so many years ago. His younger 
brothers, John L., Frank, and Mike, are 
or have gillnetted here and in Alaska. 
John L., unfortunately, passed away 
while fishing in Bristol Bay,Alaska a 
few years ago. 

Joe’s grandfather, also named Joe, 
came here in the mid-1880’s from 
the Adriatic Sea coast in Yugoslavia, 
lured by the tales of vast quantities 
of salmon runs in the Columbia River 
and the canneries offering lucrative 
fishing jobs. The 1880's were the 
high point years in number of 
canneries and total catch of salmon 
on the Columbia River. The initial 
Joe Tarabochia set up his household 
in Brookfield, along the Washington 
rugged shoreline, midway between 
Tongue Point and Puget Island. Other 
prominent early cannery towns, with 
their fishing populations located 
along this shore, were Pillar Rock, 





Altoona, and Cottadi. 

Here Joe’s dad, Joe “Senior”, was 
born and also where Joe “Jr” himself 
and his siblings spent their youth. 
Sometime later the family moved to 
Astoria in the Uppertown area, where 
they have centered. There is nothing 
left of Brookfield anymore but many 
of the family members have had floats 
and houses at Woody Island over the 
years to be close to the traditional 
fishing grounds. 


Information provided by Joe “Jr” 
and Frank Tarabochia. Pictures 
by Brian Tarabochia. 

Editor: Jon Westerbolm 


¢ Custom 
Homes 


e¢ Remodeling 
¢ Concrete 


L.J. Allen Construction Inc. 


92954 Knappa Dock Rd. 

Astoria, OR 97103 

Office: 503.458.6816 © Fax: 503.458.5622 
Rob: 503.458.5343 ¢ Brian: 503.458.5600 
CCB #29437 


Letters To 


Dear Mr. Westerholm, 

A friend gave me several back issues of 
the Columbia River Gillnetter and I just 
love it. I've read some history of gillnetting 
on the Columbia, and I have the wonderful 
video. “Work is our joy.” 1am amazed at 
how the CPFPU has been able to come 
through so many hard years of adversity. I 
tip my hat to you all. 

Please put me on the mailing list to 
receive the “Gillnetter.” Here is a check for 
$50 to help with the expenses. I truly wish 
it could be more but I’m retired on sort of 
short rations. 

If you have a moment, I would be 
grateful if you would let me know if there 
are back issues available for purchase. 


Thanks, 
Gary Meier 
Eugene, OR 


Dear Mr. Westerholm, 


My husband and I enjoy receiving the 
“Gillnetter”. It has many interesting fishing 
stories that remind me of home in Astoria 
and links to familiar names. 

The fishing industry is dear to my heart 
since my father, George Crandall, began 
his fishing career running the CRPA H&B 
Seining Grounds near Clatskanie for about 
25 years. After seining became “outlawed”, 
he turned to gillnetting, but I think he 
found seining more exciting where there 
was almost always a big haul. Salmon was 
truly king of the river then, and there was 
plenty of them. He and mother, nee Hilja 
Simi, moved to Astoria in 1921 and built 
a nice home near Alderbrook area with a 
beautiful view of the River. My brothers, 
George and Cliff Crandall, and I grew 
up there. 

The Lokan family were longtime 
residents of Astoria also. Most of the sons 
had summer work as “boatpullers” for 
various gillnetters. My husband and I now 
live in Milwaukie, but while our parents 
were living, we spend many good times 
Visiting them in Astoria and feasting on 
good fresh salmon. 

We are enclosing a small contribution to 


The Editor 





help with publishing expenses. 


All good wishes, 
Al & Jane (Crandall) Lokan 


Dear Jon, 

This is my second edition of the 
“Columbia River Gillnetter” thanks to my 
cousin Eldon Korpela. I graduated from 
AHS in 1948 and spent three seasons as 
a boatpuller and reading the Gillnetter 
has brought back many fond memories 
of Astoria and my time on the Columbia 
River working and sport fishing. Please 
accept my gift to help your publication. 


Robert J. Sunell 
Williamsburg, Virginia 


Jon, 

Enclosed are the 3 pictures of Greggory 
Vlastelica’s “Sea-Wolf” that I located in my 
dad’s photo collection. John Vlastelicia, 
my dad who fished out of Clifon and 
Greggory, Vlastelica were cousins. Notice 
the difference in the spelling of our 
last name. 

In my “minds eye” the Sea-Wolf was the 
most beautiful Gillnet boat ever built on 
the Columbia. These pictures were taken 
at the Astoria Regatta race warm up a few 
years ago. It was never run that day- just 
a 1/2 speed trip around the course for a 
couple three boats. 

Tarabochia always kept the boat in 
immaculate condition. 


Happy New Year. 
John Vlastelicia, Jr, 
Scappoose, OR 


Hi Jon, 


We enjoyed the summer issue of Columbia 
River Gillnetter, as always! Please keep 
sending them. It is a quality publication. 


Lynne & Dave Leuthe 








“We 
guarantee 
it” 
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Appliances & 
Home Furnishings 


As Always 
Supporting our 
Local Fishermen! 


Mon-Fri 8 am to 6 pm 
Saturday 9 am to 5 pm 
Sunday 12 to 4pm 


529 SE Marlin, 
Warrenton Oregon 


861-0929 


Free Parking*Free setup. | 








Free RemovaleFree Set-up 


Hunt’s Market 


¢ FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE « 
- VIDEOS « BEER IcE- 
¢ CARHART CLOTHING « 














40490 Old Hwy 30 
Svensen-Astoria, OR 
503-458-6288 
a Monday-Saturday, Closed Sunday 











North Coast 
Chiropractic 
Center 


Appointments: (503) 861-1661 
Fax (503) 861-1662 
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679 E Harbor St, Suite 140 
P.O. Box 279 
Warrenton, OR 97146 













Letter From Darren Crookshanks, 
New CPFPU President 


Editors Note — 


At our 2008 CRFPU Annual 
Meeting, held in early December at 
Hump’s Restaurant in Clatskanie, 
the membership elected a new 
president for our fisheries oriented 
organization - Darren Crookshanks 
from Willow Grove, below Longview. 
It should be pointed out that 
Darren’s dad, Bruce, served as 
president of CRFPU for a few years 
during the 1990's. 

We also wish to express our 
appreciation for all the good work 
Gary “Sudsy” Soderstrom, our 
retiring president, has done for the 
organization. 





My history on fishing doesn’t 
go back near as far as many in this 
business. My father, Bruce, got started 
back in 1972. I was only three years 
old at the time, but by the age of 61 
was going out with him fishing and 
hanging out at the fish station at 
Clatskanie. I think that was when I 
got hooked on gillnetting. I would 





Member 





RAYMOND JAMES 


FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. 
FINRA / SIPC 


STOCKS, BONDS AND MUTUAL FUNDS 


MARK HEDEEN 


Financial Advisor 


#1 12th Street, Suite #7, Astoria, OR 97103 
Phone: 503.325.0677 


fish with him on the Columbia River, 
then later at about 10 years old, I 
went with him up in Puget Sound. I 
would fish nights with him and work 
during the day for Jim Cox pitching 
sockeye out of the boats when they 
came in. I was a pretty tired 

young man. 

I was 15 years old when I got my 
first boat. It was a skiff, 16 ft. long 
with a 50 horse outboard motor and 
nothing but a stainless bow roller. My 
parents would let me play “hookie” 
from school for one week a year 
during fall season. I thought that 
was cool. When I turned 161 got a 
wooden bow picker named “Hobo” 
that Phillip Hyke had owned. I was 
really moving up in the world. It 
had a power roller!! I used it to dip 
smelt on the Cowlitz, and gillnetted 
on the Columbia with it. It was a fun 
boat. Then at the age of 18 I bought 
my dad’s old boat the “Moonlight 
Gambler” and a Puget Sound license, 
and got my first taste of Bristol Bay, 
in Alaska. I came home from Bristol 
Bay and did my first fiberglass job on 
a sport boat and decided to start a 
business called Willow Grove Marine 
Repair. I’ve been busy ever since. 

Iam now 39 turning 40 on 
February 3rd and bought an 
aluminum boat in Bristol Bay called 
“Jender” named after my kids. I get a 
lot of laughs over the name, but that’s 







okay. I like seeing Bruce Jolma laugh 
over it! 

I just took over the presidency of 
CRFPU from Gary Soderstrom, who 
I would like to thank for his hard 
work and efforts. I have been going 
to meetings over the years, testifying, 
and finally at our annual meeting, the 
President seat was open and no one 
really wanted it. I got to thinking to 
myself “am I doing enough to fight 
for my livelihood?” and the answer 
was NO! I need to do more. I am 
the next generation of fishermen, and 
people need to see that and hear it. I 
have got a lot to learn and hope to do 
a good job. I hope to inspire some 
or all the younger next generation to 
start fighting for their fishing rights 
and livelihood. We need young faces 
at meetings, people testifying, people 
being faithful to Salmon for All, and 
last to join CRFPU. 

I just got the list of members and 
was shocked to find out there is only 
40 paid members. I know there are 
over 100 very active fishermen up and 
down the river. So, PLEASE, join today. 
An associate membership is $100 ora 
voting membership is $150. We have 
to stick together to survive what’s 
ahead of us. 


Sincerely, Darren W. Crookshanks 


ASTORIA 
BUSINESS 
EQUIPMENT Co. 
& Columbia 
Chocolates 


“Serving the Columbia 
North Coast Area” 


1332 Commercial St. 
Astoria 503/325-9750 


FAX 325-2975 











Salmon For All News 
Spring Chinook Allocations for 2009 Still Unresolved 


At this writing, the Columbia River Spring 
Chinook allocations are at an impasse. 
The Oregon and Washington Commissions 
adopted different allocation bases for 
the new abundance-based matrix system 
recommended by the Columbia River Fish 
Working Group. Oregon adopted an alloca- 


tion base of 55/45, sport vs. commercial at 
their December 2008 hearing. Washington 
insisted that the 65/35 base allocation for 
the matrix was non-negotiable. Oregon then 
made a concession to meet them halfway, 
but it was no deal.The ongoing melodrama 
has yet to be resolved. But the Oregon 


Commission is not prepared to go beyond 
the 60/40 allocation base adopted by 
teleconference on January 23. 

Meanwhile the Washington 
legislature is fed up with their Commission. 
Several bills are in the offing to change the 
Commission or perhaps even to abolish it. 


Contributors to the Fishery Disaster Relief Restricted Fund through February 6, 2009 


Randy E.Anderson 

Charles & Carol Baldwin 
Mike & Suzie Balensifer 
Delwin & Hazel Barendse 
Gary & Vicki Bergseng 
Doumits, Bristol Pacific Fish 
Ronald & Norma Britt 
Marty & Lynette Budnick 
Andrew Carlson & John Ivanoff 
Les and Frances Clark 
Columbia Pacific Marine Works 
W.Tom Conley 

Ronny & Lisa Cox 

Darren Crookshanks, Willow Grove Fish & 
new CRFPU Pres. 

Bruce & Kay Crookshanks 
Deward Dalton 

Brian Davis 

Clarence Demase 

Bryce & Kim Divine 
Donna,Tom & John Dulcich 
Duffy Duncan 

Gene W. Elliott 

John & Barbara Estoos 
Randy & Jeneen Evans 
Donald R. Falleur 

Mike & Jody Falleur 

Tom & Emily Falleur 

Carl D. Ferguson 

Mark & Geri Fick 

Steve Fick 

FishHawk Fisheries 

Vern Forsberg 

Greg Fowler 

Russell J. Fowler 
Justin A. Gifford 

Nick P. Glegor 

Scott & Cindy Glegor 

Dean & Paulette Graham 
Lance Gray 


Ryan & Steve Gray 

John & Cheri Grocott 
Charles & Marie Haglund 
Vera Jean & Gilbert ‘Doc’ Haglund 
Bruce & Andrew Hansen 
John & Carla Hanson 
Kevin & Pamela Hawkins 
Kevin D. Hawkins Jr 

Mark Hawkins 

Dan W. Heiner (for Bill Heiner) 
Heuker Brothers 

James & Yvonne Hogan 

J. Matt Holde 

Larry Holland 

Dave & Lori Hubbard 

Bill and Pamela Hunsinger 
Larry & Gayle Hurula 
Richard & Sylvia Hurula 
Bob & Polly Hyke 

Janice Ihander (for Abbie) 
Mark & Rhoda [hander 
Jessie’s Ilwaco Fish 

Peter A. Johansen 

Cary & Jennifer Johnson 
Greg and Patricia Johnson 
Tom & Troy Johnson 

B.W & MJ. Jolma 

Roger E. Jolma 

John Jovanovich 

John A. and LJ. Kallunki 
Peter & Carol Kelleher 
Tim Kindred 

Lowell & Carolyn Knapp 
Eldon E. Korpela 

Marty & Sue Kuller 

Paul & Cheryl Larson 
Dale Leino 

David Lindstrom 

Jim Long, Jr. 

Jeff & Sherri Lumijarvi 


Representing 
the 


Columbia River Foodfish 
Industry since 1958 





Gary & Carol Marincovich 
Jack & Georgia Marincovich 
Kent & Irene Martin 

Craig & Diane Mattson 
John McKinley 

Greg Mustola 

Ron Mustola 
Jack & Sandra Niemela 

Bart & Kathie Oja 

Robert & Mary Oja 

Gary & Sonja Olson 
Jeremy Olson 

Larry & Kathy Olson 

Tyler B. Olson 

Victor & Lois Olson 
Kujalas, Oregon Ocean Seafoods 
Donald & Barbara Ostling 
Fred & Virginia Ostling 

Dan Owings 

Bill Pack 
Jon Blair & Tammy Peterson 
Dave Quashnick 

Richard & Jean Quashnick 
Rick Quashnick 

Kim & Connie Rinell 
Nathan Rogol 

Gary & Sandy Soderstrom 
Daniel & Clair Stephan 
Dave & Helen Stevenson 
Richard A. Stevenson 

Rob & Lisa Sudar, Fall Creek Fish 
Alan & Linda Takalo 

Todd & Kara Takalo 

Paul A. Takko 

Brandt Tarabochia 

Brian & Tiffany Tarabochia 
Burton & Lisa Tarabochia 
Frank Tarabochia 
Joe & Kristy Tarabochia 
Joseph & Joyce Tarabochia 
Mark & Billy Tarabochia 
Amund & Lisa Taylor 
Jeff C. Taylor, Jr. 

Larry & Shirley Telen 
Robert E. Van Osdol 

Gary & Loretta Viuhkola 
John & Charlotte A. Vlastelicia 
Tim & Camy Von Seggern 
Dale E. Waddell 

Randy & Brenda Wall 

Jim & Barbara Wells 

Gerald & Charlotte Westerholm 
Jay and Connie Westerholm 
Jon & Erik Westerholm 
Doug & Annie Westerlund 
Ken & Marsha Wirkkala 
Mike Wullger 





Faced with New Legislative and Initiative Threats, SFA Website to be Revamped 


There is no doubt that rapid advances 
in the Internet are changing the way 
America is doing business. While the 
Dot.com bubble burst several years ago, 
to be followed by the housing bubble 
and the sub prime mortgage crisis, the 
recent presidential election made it quite 
clear the Internet is changing the face of 
the American political landscape. We at 
Salmon For All are going to have to get a 
lot smarter about having a web presence 
that will tell our side of the Columbia 
River fishing story.There is a huge amount 
of misinformation on the Internet about 
our fishermen and our fishery.That’s got 
to change, and the sooner the better. 

The Board recently contracted with 
Jim LeMonds of Castle Rock, and John 
Howerton of Vancouver, Washington to 
revamp the SFA website. Jim is a well 
respected writer, who happens to be one 
of Irene Martin’s weekly writers group. 
He taught high school in Longview for 
many years.Among his students there 
was SFA alternate Board member John 
Grocott of Ilwaco. John Howerton also 
has local connections. There Howertons 
of Ilwaco were early phone technology 


hobbyists, whose experiments led to the 
formation of the Ilwaco Telephone and 
Telegraph Company in the early years 

of the 20th century. By the mid 1950s, 
Norman Howerton, then Mayor of Ilwaco, 
began the acquisition of small telephone 
companies over a several state area of 

the American West. Known as Ilwaco 
Telephone Utilities, the TU was for a time 
the largest employer in Pacific County, 
Washington before being bought out in 

a hostile takeover by Pacific Power and 
Light. Merged into PPL subsidiary Pacific 
Telecom, the corporate headquarters were 
moved to Vancouver in the early 1980s. 
The Columbia Pacific Heritage Museum in 
Ilwaco is now housed in the old 

TU building. 

Among the proposed changes to the 
website are several options that will 
make the site more appealing for our 
members, and for visiting members of 
the general public as well. The latest 
Joint Management Staff Fact Sheets 
and Compact Action Notices would be 
posted there, in part to replace the late, 
lamented SFA Hotline. Irene suggests 
regular postings of seafood recipes and 


proper fish handling techniques, since 
for younger users especially, the Internet 
has replaced cookbooks as the preferred 
source of cooking ideas and instructions. 
Salmon For All position papers and studies 
could be posted as downloadable PDF 
files, as well as links to scientific studies 
that convey accurate information about 
salmon issues and the current status 

of the fishery.There is a great deal of 
misinformation about the gillnet fishery 
on the web.The best way to counter it is 
with the truth. 


PIZZA PARLOUR 


“Hard to find, but worth the time” 


WE DELIVER! 
¢ Salad Bar with 35 Items ¢ 
Sub Sandwiches ¢ Lunch Buffet 
eItalian Dinners * Beer & Wine 
Sun-Thur 11-11, Fri-Sat till 12 
Order ahead for pick-up 


325-2855 620 Olney, Astoria 





COLUMBIA RIVER SPORT AND COMMERCIAL 


SPRING CHINOOK FISHERIES FOR 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON 
Policy and Objectives Joint Departments - ODF & W and WDF & W 


It is the policy of the State of Oregon 
that food fish shall be managed to 
provide the optimum economic, 
commercial, recreational and aesthetic 
benefits for present and future 
generations of the citizens of this state. 
Toward that end, the policy defines 
as a goal “To permit an optimum and 
equitable utilization of available food 
fish”. It is also the policy that wildlife 
shall be managed to prevent serious 
depletion of any indigenous species and 
to provide the optimum recreational and 
aesthetic benefits for present and future 
generations of the citizens of this state. 

Washington wildlife, fish, and 
shellfish are the property of the state. 
The commission, director, and the 
department shall preserve, protect, 


perpetuate, and manage the wildlife 
and food fish, game fish, and shellfish in 
state waters and offshore waters. The 
department shall conserve the wildlife 
and food fish, game fish and shellfish 
resources in a manner that does not 
impair the resource. In a manner 
consistent with this goal, the department 
shall seek to maintain the economic 
well-being and stability of the fishing 
industry in the state. The department 
shall promote orderly fisheries and shall 
enhance and improve recreational and 
commercial fishing in this state. 
Recreational, commercial and tribal 
fisheries in the Columbia River are 
significantly constrained by conservation 
limits associated with the survival and 
recovery of wild fish listed under the 


Endangered Species Act. These limits are 
set by National Marine Fisheries Service 
to ensure fisheries do not jeopardize 
survival and contribute to recovery. 
Treaty Indian and non-Indian fishery 
allocation of available Endangered 
Species impacts in the Columbia River 
are determined each year based on 
forecasted run size according to a 
sliding scale defined in the “2008-2017 
United States v. Oregon Management 
Agreement”. In general, the available 
impact for non-tribal sport and 
commercial Columbia River fisheries is 
approximately 2% but may range from 
0.5% to 2.7%. Fisheries are managed 
conservatively within these strict limits. 
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My Big Creek Years 
by Al Simukka 


I started work at Big Creek Hatchery in early 
October, 1956. At that time it was known as 
Tillasqua Fisheries Station, but was changed to 
Big Creek shortly after that. 

The crew at Big Creek when I started was: 
Cliff Ritter, Manager; John Glegor, Foreman; 
Charlie Sture, Red Vanderburg and I. 

The early years of fish culture were quite 
different from what it is now. When I started, 
the food being fed to the fish was ground 
up right at the hatchery. The raw products 
came in frozen in boxes and paper sacks and 
consisted of animal and fish by-products. Beef 
and pork livers, tripe, lungs, fish viscera in 
paper sacks, shrimp shell, beef and pork snouts 
and most anything that could be ground up. 
Some products such as beef lungs were used 
mostly as a binder and didn’t really have much 
food value. We would usually end up sweeping 
it out of the ponds. Usually, food would be 
ground once a week with the frozen boxes set 
out the night before to thaw out. It was not 
at all uncommon to have boxes that weighed 
well over a hundred pounds, one-thirty or 
even more at times. Good for the back and 
an easy way to break a toe or two. Big Creek 
had a big Autio grinder which made short 
work of whatever was put in the hopper. The 
barrel was about 6 inches in diameter. The 
consistency of the food was fed according 
to the size of the fingerlings. The young fish 
straight out of the incubation building were fed 
a very thin diet which was well ground and as 
they grew the food was fed a lot thicker 
and courser. 

The food was fed by throwing it into the 
ponds with ladles, large spoons, etc. or with 
a feeder supplied by the Lectro Co.,I believe. 
The process of throwing the food into the 
ponds would, of course, splatter on to the 
pond walls above the water line. That created 
another job. Every few days the ponds water 
levels would be dropped and we would get in 
with steel brushes and scrub the walls. After 
the food had a chance to dry for a few days, 
it did not come off very easy. After the walls 
were scrubbed we would sweep the floors of 
all the food that was not eaten plus mud and 
fish droppings. In the early seventies most 
hatcheries started using vacuums to clean the 
bottoms. Pressure washers came into use for 
cleaning concrete walls, etc. The development 
of the Oregon moist pellet was probably one 
of the biggest advances in fish culture. Not 
only did it eliminate the task of grinding our 
own food but it provided a safer and more 
nutritious food. The pellet is made in various 
sizes for different sized fish. 

Spawning at Big Creek took place at the 
lower end of Big Creek, just a short distance 








L to k: Charlie Stare, John Glegor, Al Simukka, Red Vanderburg, Cliff Ritter, 
and 2 state officials unidentified 


up from the Columbia. This was for the fall 
Chinook run. Each year we would install the 
wooden racks, traps and spawning platforms, 
and at the end of spawning, tear it all down. 
We would go down in the evening after dark 
to do the actual spawning. Later in the fall, the 
Coho, chum and steelhead were allowed to 
run upstream to the hatchery where they were 
collected and spawned. I believe the reason 
for the downstream traps were to insure that 
most of the run was utilized rather than have 
the fish spawning before they arrived at the 
hatchery. At that time the Chinook runs were 
not big so every egg was important. 

New spawning facilities were built in the 
early sixties at the hatchery and after that all 
spawning took place there. 

After spawning, the work shifted to 
the incubation building. The methods of 
incubating eggs have changed a lot since 
then. From wooden troughs and wood frame 
and screened trays to more modern fiberglass 
incubators. I would imagine many changes 
since I retired. 

During my twelve years at Big Creek there 
were several changes in personnel. Most 
notably, Cliff Ritter retired, and he was replaced 
by Vern Knowles as Manager. 

I worked in hatcheries for 32 years and 
retired twenty one years ago from Bonneville 
Hatchery. I am sure there have been a lot of 
changes since I left but the basic hatchery 
work still remains. 


Big Creek Hatchery 
by Frances Bagley 
(as told to Editor, Jon Westerholm )) 


Francis Bagley went to work at the Big Creek 
Hatchery in 1949 or 1950 and remembers 


that the early ponds were mostly dirt and clay 
walled and the hatchery building was all wood. 
Cliff Ritter was the Manager of the hatchery 
for the ODF&W since they had completed the 
purchase from previous owners in 1941. 

He remembers going down to tidewater 
with all the equipment, when the main fall 
Chinook run came in, to take eggs at the 
temporary racks. It involved many trips back 
and forth up to the hatchery, some 6-8 miles 
away. Water for the main ponds most of the 
year came from a pipe from the main creek 
up above the hatchery, but during the rainy 
season, water from a secondary pipe out of 
Mill Creek was often used. Mill Creek, also the 
source of Knappa City Water, did not silt up 
like Big Creek itself during heavy rain storms. 
Francis also remembers the constant battle at 
the fingerling ponds keeping the kingfishers 
and Blue Heron under control. 

He remembers other staff members when he 
was there, such as John Glegor and 
Charlie Sture. 

Halley Johnson was also there as one of 
the originals with Ritter. Others were Harry 
“Pappy” Heilman and Red Vanderburg. Al 
Simukka came in just after Francis left to go to 
work for the Knappa Telephone Company. 

He remembers putting in the new, larger 
pipeline from the dam in Big Creek and the 
initial development of the concrete wall ponds. 
He also remembers the filleting of salmon after 
€gg-take to grind up for fish food. 

“Even though I only worked at the hatchery 
for a few years, it was an experience that I have 
never forgotten” 








Do You Remember When? 
The Winter That The Columbia River Froze Over 


The Winter of 1929-1930 was one 
of the coldest on record in the Pacific 
Northwest. Those that were around 
the Lower Columbia area at that time 
will tell you that it wasn’t only the 
deep Arctic cold that was bad but also 
the duration of the continuous below 
freezing days. 





Standing on the ice at Blind Slough SP & S$ 
RR Bridge in background. Bridge Tender John 
Olsen and Fishermen Henning Lundquist. 


1929 had been one of the driest 
years in Astoria’s history and with the 
weather jet stream’s complete avoidance 
of the area, it provided the long range 
opportunity for high pressure cold to 
move down the Columbia River Gorge. 
The last 2 or 3 weeks of December saw 
the thermometer staying below the 
freezing mark so that by New Years day, 
all the puddles and sloughs were solid. 


that winter were fishing communities 
along the river such as Altoona, Pillar 
Rock, and Brookfield, along the 
Northshore and Brownsport and Woody 
Island among the islands in the Midriver. 
They were completely isolated for many 
days and running short on foodstuffs as 
their delivery was entirely by water. Also 
in trouble were farming communities 
on and around Puget Island, Cathlamet, 
Skamokawa; as well as Svensen, Knappa, 
Blind Slough, Westport, and Clatskanie 
on the Oregon side of the river. 

The Coast Guard Cutter,“Northland”, 
built for ice breaking duty in the Arctic, 
was brought in to break up the 8 inch 
ice on the ship channel but it was the 





At Knappa Dock 1930. Photo courtesy of 
Lee Labht. 


Then after the first of the year it really 
got cold with many days in January 
dropping below 20 degrees and some 
even below 10. As a result not just the 
sloughs and backwaters but the entire 
Columbia River froze. It was a once in a 
generation occurrence and many people, 
who lived along the river and relied on it 
for transportation, were not prepared. 


Particularly hard hit by the Big Freeze that performed more of the actual food, 


smaller, lighter, Lighthouse Tender, “Rose”, 


Wabkiakum County Museum Curator Kari Kandoll offered this photo as a reminder of what 
winter once did on the Columbia. The VSLH Tender Rose was caught in ice at Skamokawa on 
January 25, 1930. Photo by Randolph. Credit to Kari Kandoll. 


water, and other service deliveries to the 
isolated communities. 

There were stories of sleds pulled 
by donkeys and Model A Fords actually 
venturing out on the ice as well as 
human skaters with heavy back packs 
of supplies and long poles in case of this 
ice, to deliver necessities to isolated sites 
on the river. 

Even though physical conditions 
have changed, along the Columbia River, 
from that disastrous Winter of ’29 years 
ago, let’s hope that we will not have to 


experience again the fury of The Winter 


of 1930. 


Jon Westerbolm - Editor 
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Bee Marine 
R.V, Supply Co. 


SKIPANON MARINE & R.V. SUPPLY CO. 


Complete R.V. Repair/Service/Parts 
We do warranty work on new trailers & motor homes 
Insurance Claims ¢ Estimates 
Expert Boat & trailer wiring / Electric Brake repair 
Crab Rope ¢ Floats ¢ Seine Leads * HD Buoy Hook Poles 





Bringing Banking 
Solutions to our 
Community. 


WELLS 
byV eK el@) 









No two businesses are the same. 
That’s why your Wells Fargo 
business banker will take time 
to get to know your business 

like no one else. 








69 NE Heron, Warrenton, Oregon 
At entrance to the Warrenton Mooring Bassin 
Phone (503) 861-3626 Fax (503) 861-3646 
Open Monday thru Saturday, 7:30 - 5:30 


Gillnetters! 
ORDER YOUR 
NETTING NOW! 






Kristin Talamantez, Manager 
1218 Commercial St. * Astoria, OR 97103 
503-325-8856 









FISHERMEN! 


When you retire we can make sure you miss the job more than 
you miss the paycheck. 
Social Security has certainly seen better times. And who knows what the future will bring. I 


can show you how to plan for a secure financial future with or without Social Sec urity. 
Call today for details. 








632-A West Marine Drive 
P.O. Box 990 
Astoria, Oregon 
325-7991 or 1-800-234-7991 


Edward Jones 
Serving Individual Investors Since 1871 







George House 
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CUD ye Fele's 


‘Duck Inn’ 


Retanant GS Lounge 


Sixsling My Vicahs ~ Freshy J ‘ cafood 
In downtown Skamokawa, Wash. 360/795-3655 












The 5th Annual 
CRPA/Bumble Bee Cannery Workers Reunion 2009 


| Pier 39-Astoria and J.O. Hanthorn Foundation Announces its 
5th Annual Cannery Workers Reunion-Regatta Weekend. 


¢ Food ¢ Drinks ¢ Raffles * Vendors 
¢ Booths ¢ Souvenirs ¢ Live Music 


Enjoy a ride on the Astoria Trolley to Pier 39 Cannery Museum 
about old cannery days 
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Building and 
Maintenance Supplies 
Packaging and 
Paper Products 












421 Gateway 
Astoria, OR 97103 
503-325-6362 


NORTH 
COAST 
TRUCK 


Quality Truck, Marine & 
Hydraulic equipment 
NOW STOCKING LIGHT TRUCK PARTS 
AND ACCESSORIES 4X4 TRUCKS AND S.U.V 


34755 Hwy 101 Bus. 
Astoria, Oregon 
Open daily 8 to 5:30, Sat 8 to 12 


325-3111 























Trust your feet to Gimre Shoes 
SIZES 5 - 16 
Width AA-6E 
Peter and Jon Gimre 


ASTORIA 
239 14th Street 


325-3972 


HILLSBORO 
256 E. Main 
640-5866 


SINCE 1892 








Pictures Of Petrel From 
Port Townsend 


A trip to wooden boat 
famous Port Townsend, WA 
this past fall, revealed this 
latest view of the old Astoria 
Troller Petrel featured in the 
last issue. Owner Chris Grace 
showed us the new rebuilt 
craft, now a recreational 
cruiser, inside and out. It 
is truly a masterpiece of 
precision, well maintained, 
and kept spotlessly clean 
and painted. 























Fe HAYWARD’S 
Ocean Crest 


Chevrolet Cadillac Buick Oldsmobile 
855 ALT Hwy 101 - P.O. BOX 700 - WARRENTON, OR 97146 





503-325-2711 / 503-861-3366 » OCEANCRESTMOTORS.COM 






MARE of EXCELLENCE 


oceancrestmotors.com 


Open 
Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-6pm 
Sat.Sales 8:30am-5pm 
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Fishing The 1955 August Salmon Season 


With Eldon Korpela 


On my return to Astoria from gillnetting 
the 1955 Bristol Bay season, I’m taking 
some time off to spend with my wife and 
two daughters. The August Columbia River 
salmon season began on July 29 but ’'m 
not starting until the seventh of August. 

I’m a little apprehensive since this 
would be my first August season operating 
alone. I hope that not having to share the 
revenues from this season with a deck 
hand will compensate for all that I’m 
going to put up with. This evening the 
tides dictate starting with an ebb drift. ’'m 
going to try a technique taught to me by 
my father who experienced about twenty- 
five August seasons fishing the Columbia 
in his lifetime. The key to this drift is to 
locate the tide rip which occurs in about 
thirty feet of water and marks the drop-off 
between the shallow and deep water. It 
runs parallel to the Washington shore and 
perpendicular to and on the outer edge of 
my intended drift. The boat’s fishing diver 
nets, which are about one quarter of the 
depth of my floater net and weighted to 
drift with their lead lines on the bottom, 
are always on the south or shallow side 
of the rip. Since the added weight causes 
the divers to drift much more slowly, 
these two gear types try to stay in their 
own areas to avoid tangling with each 
other. My plan is to fish the area between 
the two with my floater net. The grounds 
fished by divers are only a very small 
percentage of the river compared to that 
available to the floater fishermen. 

I know personally everyone of the 
twenty or so diver fishermen on this 
drift and can identify each by the light 
configuration on their boats. Two of them 
will be uncles of mine and most of the 
others fish for the same company that I 
do. Those drifting in the area that I plan 
to lay out in will be picking up as I wait 
for the proper time. I’m a little early so 
P'll“run over” to chat with one or two to 
determine how many fish they are putting 
into their lockers. This will give me some 
idea about the success that I can expect 
from my drift. This information would 
not be given to a stranger. I may even lay 
a portion of my net below theirs. This I 
don’t consider “corking” since they are 
picking up and my net will drift faster 
than theirs. 


I've got to place my light buoy on 
the south or shallow side of the rip far 
enough away so that the rip doesn’t grab 
the deep end of my net and drag the 
entire net into it. This would carry my net 
downstream at a much more rapid speed 
than I wish. Usually the result would be 
an unproductive drift. There is little area 
for error and if I see that I have placed my 
buoy too far to the north, it’s imperative 
that I quit laying out my net, pick it up, 
and start over. During the “lay out” I 
must angle my net slightly downstream 
because the bottom gets progressively 
shallower. This maneuver will keep my 
net cross-current for a longer period of 
time making it more effective in catching 
fish swimming upstream. 

In about an hour or so I expect my 
north or deeper end to drift so much faster 
that the entire net will go “up and down” 
or perpendicular to the current. This is 
not necessarily bad. As current lessens in 
velocity, fish which have been avoiding the 
strong ebb tide in this migration upstream, 
tend to head back into deeper water. My 
net would then, after swinging, be in their 
path of migration. This theory explains 
why diver nets are the most effective gear 
type during periods of strong ebb currents. 

I don’t expect to snag up because the 
diver fishermen have cleared the bottom 
during their off days and bottom obstacles 
have been removed. I'll hang onto the 
north or lower end of my net because 
there is little wind and the stronger 
surface current will keep my net and boat 
separated by the buoy line. 

I did get the net laid out right this 
time because it took over an hour for 
it to swing “up and down”. I see that I 
have drifted down to the Desdemona 
Light House and am not moving very 
fast downstream. This has always been 
a poor spot for low water so I’ve got to 
“get ‘er into the boat” and head for more 
productive grounds downstream, Picking 
from the lower end should work out Okay 
with the surface current keeping the boat 
off of the net. 

The forty minute pick results in ten 
salmon in my locker and about fifty 
pounds of flounders. At a cent and a half 
a pound it hardly pays to keep them but 
as long as I must untangle each one I'll go 


ahead and deliver them. 

The worst part of the evening lies 
ahead. The area I plan to make low water 
in is between the green blinker and red 
channel marker number fourteen. This 
is where a large concentration of boats 
will be, most of them trying to locate a 
spot among the nets already in the water. 
These nets will be lying in all directions 
and often one must run around checking 
things out with a spot light. Then there’s 
always a few guys drifting in the dark 
observing your movements and laying 
their net into the spot that you had 
intended to lay out in. I’ve got to be 
careful and not give away my intended lay- 
out path until ’'m ready to throw my light 
buoy into the water. 

If I can locate a spot above the green 
blinker, number nineteen, the ebb should 
take my net down to an area between this 
buoy and number fourteen, the red blinker. 
My plan is to catch slack tide there and 
then flood up to an area north of the 
Desdemona Light House. This would give 
me ebb, low water, and a flood drift before 
I'd have to pick up. As I approach the 
intended area, it’s evident that I’m in luck 
since no one yet has the same plan. The 
mass of boats appears to have congregated 
above and below the fourteen buoy. I light 
my buoy and throw it over, laying out from 
north to south to accommodate a slight 
northwest breeze. After my entire net is 
laid out, ll run between the two ends to 
survey my position in respect to the ship 
channel and the tide rip off of the north 
end of my net. That rip could catch the 
end of my net and pull it up and down in 
respect to the drift and into the mess of 
boats below me. 

In about forty minutes its slack water 
and I’ve got a respectable distance 
between my net and the next one below. 
As the tide begins to flood upstream, my 
net is pulling my boat upstream by the 
attached buoy line. This is due to the 
thrust of heavier or denser salt water from 
the ocean carrying the lead line ahead of 
the surface cork line. Later in the tide, I 
expect the boat, being on the surface, to 
move ahead of the net. This phenomenon 
is more evident in deep water, where the 
depth exceeds that of the net. Strong 
winds and rough water make all this 





difficult to detect. 

About ninety minutes into the flood, ’m 
drifting north of the Desdemona Light and 
entering middle channel. Several boats 
have laid their nets above and below mine 
SO it’s getting too crowded in the shallow 
water in which we are in. I'll pick it up 
to see what I have caught and look for 
another drift. 

During the thirty minute pick-up, I’ve 
tossed nine Chinook into my locker. The 
night’s best drifts should still lie ahead. 

Pll run down stream to the area between 
the fourteen buoy and Jetty A. Jetty A 
marks the lower entrance to the Ilwaco 
Harbor. It won’t be easy to locate a good 
show since many other fishermen will 
have the same plan. As I proceed down 
river in the dark,I must determine the 
position of each net and boat to which it 
is attached. The law requires each boat 
which is drifting to show a red mast light 
but many fishermen also burn a white 
mast light to make the boat more visible to 
other vessels which are traveling at high 
speeds. Although I do have basket around 
my propeller so that I can run over nets, I 
know that crossing a net at high speed can 
damage some of the webbing attached to 
the cork line. Inexperienced fishermen 
and those that “just don’t give a damn” will 
run down river in a straight line without 
any respect for the other guys’ gear. 

On the arrival at my destination, I can 
see that many nets are in the water and 
many more fishermen are looking for a 
spot in which to lie out. However, though 
the area may seem to be crowded, this 
part of the lower river is shaped like a 
funnel with this being the lower end of 
the funnel. As the nets drift upstream, 
the river widens and the nets separate 
with some being drawn northward and 
some southward. Then, by giving my net 
a tow with my boat, I can accelerate the 
separation and eventually end up with a 
good show. Although the nets are close 
together at this point, the water is very 
deep, much deeper than our lead lines can 
reach, and many fish moving in from the 
ocean are near the bottom. I hope to have 
a good show during the time that these 
fish work their way toward the surface. 

I can see ahead of me an area among the 
myriad of boats and nets where throwing 
my lighted buoy into the water and laying 
out from north to south will allow me to 
get my entire net, all five hundred yards of 
it, into the water. Since it’s over two hours 
after low slack water, I need not worry 


about the deeper, saltier water carrying 
my lead line under my boat and close to 
the revolving propeller. Lying out on the 
starboard side as I do would be a problem 
earlier in the tide. 

My buoy on the south or Oregon end of 
my net is in the ship channel as I complete 
the lay out. I can see an incoming ship to 
the seaward but the flood should pull my 
net upstream and more to the Washington 
side and out of the channel by the time 
the ship arrives in this area. A worse-case 
scenario would be to be in this spot with 
two ships, one incoming and the other 
outgoing, passing each other. I would then 
have three nets instead of one! 

As I’m drifting upstream toward Point 
Ellis I observe more accurately the 
position of each net in this area. Towing 
in the direction of the Washington shore 
has given me an unbelievable show for 
this time of the year. There is at least a net 
length of distance above and below my 
net to the next nets. If I can maintain this 
situation and not get “corked off” by boats 
roaring by on their way downstream this 
should be a very good drift. 

I spend very little time inside my cabin 
and enjoy standing in the stern observing 
the movement of boats and nets. [am 
constantly making mental notes on the 
direction, timing, and who is going where 
among those boats that I can identify. 

All this can be valuable information the 
following day when the high-line catches 
are recorded. 

I’m now several hours into this drift 
and still holding an excellent show and 
drifting in the direction of Point Ellis on 
the Washington shore. What a beautiful 
evening this has been. No wind and so 
quiet that I can even hear conversations 
between crew members on boats drifting 
by in the deeper water to my north. There 
are splashes in my cork line and as I take 


Bussert, Law 
& Associates LLP 


ASTORIA: 

610 Eighteenth Street 

Astoria, OR 97103 

(503) 325-5102 * Fax (503) 325-0438 
Email: bula_@pacifier.com 





SEASIDE: 

862 Broadway 

Seaside, OR 97138 

(503) 738-6441 * Fax (503) 738-0457 
Email: bula_@pacifier.com | 








hold of my buoy line I can feel the tug of a 
fish caught in the end of my net. It’s times 
like this that are indescribable. There 

are some lines from a song called “Cool 
Change” done by the Little River Band that 
does come close. 





If there’s one thing in my life that’s missing, 
It’s the time that I spend alone, 
Sailing on the cool and bright blue water. 


I've never been romantic, 
And sometimes I don’t care. 
I know it may sound selfish, 
But let me breathe the air. 


I was born in the sign of water, 

And it’s there that I feel my best. 

The Albatross and the whales, they are my 
brothers. 

It’s kind of a special feeling, 

When you’re out on the sea alone, 

Staring at the moon like a lover. 


To Be Continued.... 


BRUSH 





Old-fashioned Experience 
Cutting Edge Tools 
Chipping - Brush Mowing 
Brush Removal - Field Mowing 
Daniel Leinweber 


(503) 861-9292 
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FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 2008 


The year 2008 is highlighted in the 
fall with outstanding football play by 
Clatsop County High School teams. 

CONGRATULATIONS go to the 
Knappa Loggers for winning the 
Oregon State 2A Football Championship 
and to the Astoria Fishermen for 
winning the 4A State Championship. 





In traditional basketball country 

along the Columbia River where “all 

the kids do is catch salmon and play 
basketball, and in that order”, it was 
quite a feat to see them both win their 
first football championships in the same 
year. Both schools won State Basketball 
championships in the same year a little 


Astoria wins first state football title 
The Astoria Fishermen celebrate at midfield of Reser Stadium after 
securing a 19-11 victory over Cowapa League-rival Banks in the OSAA 
Class 4A State Championship Game. 


over 10 years ago in 1988. (see Spring 
Issue 1998, Columbia River Gillnetter, 
for special coverage of those teams.) 


**Credit to Gary Henley, reporter, and 
Alex Pajunas, photographer at The 
Daily Astorian** 





Loggers win state crown 
2A football, Knappa 20, Culver 6 at Hillsboro Stadium 


HYDRAULIC AND MACHINE WKS. 


SPLICE 
POWER 6 


| ALUMINUM OR STAINLESS ROLLERS 


| GREASEABLE SEAL BUILT INTO HU 
_TO PROTECT MOTOR SHAFT i 


DIRECT DRIVE TAPER 
i | SHAFT CHAR-LYNN MOTORS 


STAINLESS BACKUP PLATE 


FULLY ADJUSTABLE 
| STAINLESS PEELERS 


| STAINLESS SHEAVES 
_ STAINLE SS HUB 

3 

| 4 SIZES AVAILABLE 


ROPE MAS 
LINE Waser 


3 to 5 GPM 
HIGH SPEED LOW VOLUME MOTOR 
ALL STAINLESS STEEL. CONSTRUCTION 


P.O. BOX 385, 34700 HWY 101 BUS. 


ASTORIA, OR 97103 
(503) 325 0630 FAX 325 0534 
1 800 425 0630 


HIGHLINER 
TUNA PULLER 


HIGHLINERS CHOICE | 
STAINLESS SHEAVES 
HAND FITTED. 


STAINLESS | 
PEELERS 


4 GPM 
REQUIREMENT | 


TUNED FOR 90 MON 
LINE RELIEF ABST 


RIGHT OR LEFT HAND MOUNTING 
















WHY FISH WITH AN OBSOLETE NET? @  _ SINCE 1794 
Catch More Fish With..... ( y A AMIKAN ) 


“WATERCOLOR GILLNETTING” 


Fishing Condition Adaptable Colored Gillnetting. “Maximum Fishing Efficiency” 
U.S. Patent #5819464, Canada Patent #2251215 Made In JAPAN From 100% TORAY® Nylon 


With WATERCOLOR GILLNETTING, up to Nets less than 45 MD will have 8 color spots per 50 Fm/Hung 
four col ors, known to blend well and pro duce Nets 45 MD and deeper will have 12 color spots per 50 Fm/Hung. 
well, can be selected for each net. The colors 

are placed throughout the net, as shown to 
achieve maximum fishing efficiency in any 
varying fishing conditions such as light, depth, 
weather etc. 

We have nets in stock for the Columbia 


River, Youngs Bay and Alaska. 
Nets can also be custom ordered to your specs. 














Order NOW to insure a timely delivery or call for a color card and more information. 


Jovanovich Supply Co. 
15636 DesMoines Memonal Dr. SeaTac, WA 98148 


Phone: 206-243-5991 or Toll Free: 800-933-5596 


Pier 39 - ASTORIA 


the best views of the Columbia River 
: : 3 Private River Suites Include: 


* Panoramic River Views * Gas Fireplaces 
* Jacuzzi tub & 2-Head Showers Sleeps up to 12 people 
* Conference Room/Classroom _ « coffee Shop & Restaurant 


The BowPicker 


Albacore Fish & Chips 
17th & Duane 
Astoria 


FACTORY. 


Klyde Thompson 


35359 Business 101 
Astoria, OR 97103 


Phone: (503) 325-2861 
Fax: (503) 325-8459 
After Hours: (503) 325-0233 
Cell: (503) 738-2836 


At the foot of 39th Street & the Columbia River 
www. pier39-astoria.com 
(603) 325-2502 









JP PLUMBING 












FLAN & Timmer CO. CO. 
Buying Timber or Timberland & SHOWROOM 
With or without 


dwellings 503-325-2830 
« Contract Logging * Road Building FAX 503-325-7726 


° Site Preparation 


WATTS 800-335-2830 


See our web site at... 
www.teevinbros.com 


Repair - New - Remodel 
503-458-6671 : 
shawn@teevinbros.com Commercial « Pipe Welding 


Shawn Teevin, Preskient 
AOL Professional Logger 


cca #133907 155 11th St, Astoria, OR 97103 
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More Water Over The Dams 


Salmon advocates and the State of Oregon 
are asking a Federal judge to order more 
water spilled over Columbia and Snake River 
dams to help young salmon migrate to the 
ocean. The motion for an injunction was 
filed recently in U.S. District Court 
in Portland. 

U.S. District Judge James Redden is 
scheduled to hear arguments on plans for 
balancing salmon migration with power 
production. The last three plans, known as 
BIOPS or biological opinions, have failed to 
pass legal muster. 

Columbia Basin salmon returns have 
historically been the West Coast’s largest and 
once numbered 10 to 30 million, but since 
the dam building frenzy of the past century, 
the numbers have dwindled. The U.S. Corps 
of Engineers, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the Bonneville Power Administration 
are the Federal government’s agencies 
responsible for dam building, control, and 
power distribution. 

Dozens of populations of salmon have 
gone extinct and 13 more are listed as 
threatened or endangered. The Columbia 
River, the greatest historic contributor 
of young salmon smolts, along with the 
Sacramento and Klamath Rivers further 
south, to the pastures of the Pacific Ocean, is 
no longer supplying those numbers. 


Salmon “Book” Predicted For Future 


Surveys along the Pacific Coast this past 
year from Newport, Oregon north to La 
Push, Washington found more Chinook 
salmon juveniles than were seen in 11 years 
of observations. After several years of poor 
ocean food conditions, 2008 has brought a 
healthy influx of cold nutrients-rich water 
coming up in the upwelling from the depths 
of the Pacific. 

Marine scientists for the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, based in Newport, and 
affiliated with Oregon State University’s 
College of Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Sciences, predict a Chinook salmon “Boom” 
in home rivers, including the Columbia and 
tributaries when these young fish mature 
and return as adults in the future. 

Upwelled nutrients, in cool summer salt 
water, nurture masses of phytoplankton that 
are rich in fat and provide food for small 
fish, such as anchovies and herring which 
then become food for salmon. 


News Briefs 


Human Disturbance In Salmon Streams 


To properly maintain salmon populations 
and even increase run size in various 
streams, there is a need to greatly control 
or, in some cases, curtail human activity. 
Wading in salmon spawning streams, boating 
in certain productive waters, damming, 
or disturbing the natural river bottom are 
actions that we must avoid. 

Washington State is taking a lead in this 
area with House Bill 2301 thanks to a few 
salmon conservation individuals and in 
particular one person. It controls motor 
vehicles and boats from going across 
spawning beds, and makes it unlawful to 
drag an anchor through stream gravel, or any 
similar activities, such as wading capable 
of disturbing spawning fish or damaging 
incubating salmon eggs. 

The Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife has published an easily 
understandable brochure on these rules 
to be handed out to persons applying for 
fishing and boating licenses in that state, and 
distributed widely to licensing agencies and 
retail outlets. 

It would be appropriate for Oregon and 
other states to do the same thing. 


Exxon Mobil Shatters Record $$$ 


The corporate record profit by any 
company in the U.S. was broken in 2008 by 
the oil and gas giant Exxon Mobil of Irvine, 
Texas. Uniquely enough this new record 
bettered the old record by guess who..... 
Exxon Mobil in 2007, $40.6 billion to 
$45.2 billion. 

With piles of cash, diversified operations, 
hundreds, if not more, millionaire CEO’s, 
and probably the largest collection of high 
paid lawyers in their employ, the huge 
corporation exists behind its own walls away 
from normal America, with the exception of 
the Wall Street Stock Market. 

NOT ONE DROP by Riki Ott —This 
book, by Dr. Riki Ott, tells the history of 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Prince William 
Sound, the events leading up to it and away 
from it, from the point of view of the town 
most affected by it, Cordova,Alaska, Not 
surprisingly, the story believed by ordinary 
people is at odds with corporate lore. This 
book reflects events from the trenches, not 
the boardroom and office, from people who 
Pay an overlarge share of __ risk of our 
countries oil dependency, not from those 





who reap the overlarge portion of benefits. I 
lived this slice of American history, much of 
it in Cordova, Alaska. 

The grounding of the Exxon Valdez and 
the resulting oil spill in March 1989 was a 
terrible tragedy. Even more tragic was the 
Supreme Court decision in June of 2008 to 
reduce the punitive damage award to 10% 
of the jury of peer’s decision. These two 
tragedies should serve as a warning for the 
future. They must not be allowed to repeat. 

NOT ONE DROP named for the amount 
of oil that would be spilled in Prince 
William Sound (according to an oil industry 
spokesman), is a good read for those of us 
who believed that it would not happen. We 
find out that it was and is not a matter of “if” 
but a matter of “when”. The conservative 
corporate decisions by the Appellate 9th 
District and Supreme Courts were “guilty 
until proven wealthy”. 

From a fishers point of view this was a 
devastating train of events, from the spill to 
the decision, and failure of Exxon to come 
through on its promise to compensate them 
adequately for their losses and to clean up 
the environment. 


Salmon Or LNG 


LUBA, the Oregon Land Use Board of 
Appeals, remanded the Clatsop County 
Commission Zoning approval of the 
Bradwood Landing Liquefied Natural Gas 
terminal proposed for the Bradwood site, 

20 miles east of Astoria. The decision was 
based on two findings that needed more 
clarification in the land use compatibility 
statement that the Commission approved 
last March. 

First, the Board ruled that the County’s 
definition of the word “protect” was overly 
narrow in relation to fishing areas and 
endangered salmon species habitat. Second, 
the Board asked the County to further justify 
the basis on which it determined the project 
would be a small to medium size industrial 
facility versus a large one. 

The State of Oregon also has asked the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals to overturn Federal 
energy regulators’ approval of the project. 
State leaders believe that the Federal 
approval decision was unlawful because it 
was made before state permits were granted. 
















FISHHAWK 
FISHERIES, Inc. 


Salmon for All Member 
PROCESSOR OF FRESH & FROZEN SALMON 


ASTORIA 
#1 Fourth Street 
50332529252 
FAX 325-8786 














Wien Us AT Our Co 





Self Service Laundry 


7am -9pm, 7 days a week 


Sewing & Alterations 


823 West Marine Drive, 
Astoria, OR 97103 


(503) 325-5235 














Under the Bridge at 
248 W Marine Dr. 
Astoria, OR 97103 
(503) 325-7610 
Toll Free: 877-272-5100 


Quality Work Wear 


9:30 to 5:30 Monday-Friday 
9:30 to 5:00 Saturday 
10:00 to 4:00 Sunday 


Web Site: www.mnworkwear.com 


M & N Stores 
WORKWEAR & SHOES 


SERVING THE NortH West 
FOR OVER /O YEARS 


¢ Carhartt ¢ Dickies ¢ Filson ¢ 
¢ Wrangler * Georgia 
¢ LaCrosse * Ben Davis ® 
¢ Wolverine 


KING OF BEERS* 
Anheuser-Busch Budweiser Breweries 









Larry Perkins : 


a Johnson. 





CLATSOP DISTRIBUTING CO. 


1375 S.E. 12th Pl, Warrenton, OR 97146 
P. O. Box 420 « Astoria, OR 97103 
(503) 861-4275 ¢ FAX (503) 861-2750 












Jeff's Barber Shop 


5538 Douglas Drive 
Crystal, MN 55422 
For apointment call: 
763-537-5316 
Glen Bay 
Saturday A.M. 


CANNERY CAFE 


One Sixth Street, Astoria, OR 
(503) 325-8642 
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 





BORNSTEIN 


SE AUF O10 0S 
Astoria-Newport-Warrenton-Bellinaham 
Local Buyer 
Processor 


Box 58, Astoria, OR 97103 
(503) 325-6164 © Fax (503) 325-0403 


www.Bornstein.com 





CLATSOP POWER 


EQUIPMEN T 


Full-Service Dealer 


Outboard Motor Repair 
— Fred & Gregg Mestrich — 


34912 Bus. Hwy 101, at Miles Crossing 


Call 325-0792 anytime 
1-800-220-0792 
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That Man Devine And His Chief 


(From an article written in 1953 by Lawrence Barber, Maritime Editor for the Portland Oregonian, and rewritten in 1971) 


Who is this man Fred Devine who gets 
in the papers every now and then with his 
accomplishments and exploits as a salvage 
master? 





Fred Devine 


With his sturdy little salvage ship, 

The Salvage Chief, Devine has achieved 
considerable notoriety and a good deal of 
good will in the shipping industry by saving 
various vessels, from small tugs and barges to 
10,000 ton freighters from watery or 

sandy graves. 

Most publicized of Fred Devine’s 
accomplishments was the pulling of the 
Liberty ship Yorkmar off the sands of a 
Washington beach at the entrance to Grays 
Harbor in December, 1952. But that was 
only one of a long list of salvage operations 
in which Devine, his men and Salvage Chief 
have been successful. 

Born in Nebraska 55 years ago, (1898) 
Devine was reared with his three brothers 
in the family home on the north shore of 
the Columbia River behind Leiser Point. 

The area now is growing up rapidly as one 
of the scenic suburban home areas east 

of Vancouver and is directly Opposite the 
sprawling Portland International Airport. 

At the age of 13 Fred was inducted into the 
career of a river man when he started helping 
Clyde Leister on his gillnet fishing boat. And 
it was that experience on the river that 
prompted the youth to become a professional 
diver and eventually the Northwest’s best 
know salvage man. 

The commercial gillnet fishermen of the 
Columbia River annually have the problem 
of clearing the river bottom in their drift 
areas of snag and tree roots that are brought 
down the river during the winter freshets. 
Gillnets, which are 1000 to 1200 feet long 





and drift with the current, their bottom 

edges dragging along the river bottom, hang 
up easily and disastrously on snags, so the 
fishermen annually “go snagging” just before 
the opening of their gillnet fishing in May. 
Frequently they employ a diver to help them 
locate and pick up the heavy snags that will 
not come easily when caught with old nets or 
grappling equipment. 

Fred Devine got his first diving experience 
at the age of 14 when Clyde Leiser purchased 
a diving helmet and suit, and invited his 
helper to assist in clearing the Brickyard drift, 
which they fished, of snags. Fred became 
the drift diver. Then a year or so later, when 
the states of Oregon and Washington let the 
contract for construction of the Interstate 
highway bridge between Hayden Island 
and Vancouver, Fred hired himself out to 
the contractors as a diver to assist in the 
underwater pier construction 
and inspections. 

Five years later, the United States was 
embroiled in the First World War and the 
Grant-Smith-Porter shipyard was built at St. 
John’s to turn out ships for the government. 
Devine was a diver during the construction 
of the underwater ways. He later worked 
in the same capacity at Standifer shipyard, 
Vancouver, WA. 

By this time, diving had become Devine’s 
profession and he made himself available. 

He was employed as the diver to help raise 
the sunken Port of Astoria dredge, Natoma. 
Art Zimmerman of Astoria was his tender. 
Fred induced Art to don a diving suit and 
help under water. The pair soon became 
partners forming the Devine and Zimmerman 
Diving Company. They bought the barge 

and equipment of Walter Sterling, who was 
retiring from diving and Sterling introduced 
them to his clients. 

Their first real salvage job appeared in 1952 
when they were employed to raise the Star 
Sand Company’s dredge in the Willamette 
River near the Multnomah Box company 
plant in South Portland. Then they got a job 
raising the dredge Kentucky in the Long Bell 
Lumber Company’s mill pond at Longview. 
They were called upon to raise several river 
boats, including the George Burton in Camas 
slough and the State of Washington, which 
had blown up going down the Columbia. 

Another leading job came when the Welch 
Prince and Iowan collided in the lower river, 
the former sinking. Insurance underwriters 
employed Devine and Zimmerman to 
inspect the sunken hull and report on the 
possibilities of Salvaging it, and after it was 


abandoned the U.S. Corps of Engineers hired 
the divers to inspect the removal operations 

and see that the hull was entirely removed to 
the channel depth. 

When the Admiral Benson ran aground on 
Peacock Spit, Devine and Zimmerman joined 
with Pacific Salvage Company of Victoria, 
B.C. to get the cargo out of the ship before it 
broke up. They rigged up a skyline from the 
ship to the beach and saved everything 
worth saving. 

There were occasional calls to pick up 
anchors and chains which ships had lost 
along the river. Sometimes the equipment 
was abandoned and the salvage men were 
allowed to keep it for resale. 

Then in 1932 the steamer Sea Thrush 
grounded on Clatsop Spit just inside the 
Columbia River entrance on the Oregon 
shore. Devine was called upon by the 
insurance underwriters to see what could be 
done to save her. The crew had been taken 
off safely, but a Coast Guard boat put Devine 
and 2 others aboard. They found breakers 
were occasionally breaking over the deck 
and threatening to get into the holds and 
damage cargo. Devine and others sealed up 
the hatches with tarpaulins and lashed them 
down with timbers to keep out the water. 
Meanwhile, the ship was “lively” and worked 
through the sands for 1700 feet before she 
began to break up. 

















Original Salvage Chief at East End Mooring 
Basin-Astoria 


“I wished then that I had a barge or shallow 
draft vessel that could anchor in the breakers 
and get a steady strain on that ship,” said 
Devine recently. “If we could have rigged a 
steady pull on her, we could have steered that 
ship off the sands into deep water and 
saved her.” 

“After that I worked up some plans fora 
barge with a 200 horsepower diesel engine 
and a steam donkey engine, arranged so we 
could put out anchors in one direction and 
string cables in the opposite direction to the 
vessel we wanted to pull.” 

“That barge would have been a baby 
alongside the present Salvage Chief but it 





represented the same idea. The reason we 
never built it was that we didn’t have 
the money.” 

“During the next few years I saw ships 
and barges go aground on sand beaches and 
break up because nobody was able to get in 
to pull them off. Deep hulled towboats of 
the type used for ocean work cannot get in 
and shallow draft boats are unsafe in surf and 
have little pulling power” 

World War II came along and provided 
Devine with the opportunity of acquiring a 
suitable hull, power and equipment and the 
money with which to pay for it. 





Several years ago, Fred Devine on far right. 


Devine and Zimmerman contracted with 
six shipyards in the Portland area to do most 
of their underwater construction work, such 
as launching ways and piers. Devine was in 
charge of inspecting the underway hulls of 
new ships launched and of sway-bracing tow 
miles of outfitting piers for the shipyards. He 
had 18 divers and 65 helpers and carpenters 
on his payroll and he personally put in eight 
hours a day diving and eight hours more 
supervising. The 16 hour days paid off, and 
Devine, looking ahead, accumulated surpluses 
for his dream ship. 

Then, after the war, when the government 
offered hundreds of its war babies for sale, 
Devine began looking around. He liked 
the LSM landing craft with their two 1800 
horsepower Fairbanks Morse diesel engines, 
and he decided upon one of these ships for 
his future salvage vessel. The hulls are 203 
¥; feet long, 34 feet in beam, have drafts of 6 
feet forward and 7 feet aft. After surveying 
17 LSMs Devine decided upon one that fit his 
plan and he bought it from the government in 
1947. It was laid up at Suisun Bay, California. 
Devine took a number of his friends to Suisun 
Bay and they brought the little ship back to 
Portland under her own power. 

Meanwhile, Consolidated Builders, Inc.,a 
Kaiser operated company, was carrying on 
at Swan Island, engaged in scrapping worn 
out ships including a number of surplus 
LST landing ships. Large towing winches, 
diesel generators and other equipment were 
removed from the hulls and offered for resale. 
Devine arranged with the Kaiser organization 
to get the pick of these machines. 


A year after he brought the LSM to Portland, 
Devine employed Consolidated Builders, 
Inc. to convert the vessel into a salvage ship 
according to his plans. The front end ramp 
was sealed up and the bow was raised and 
stern cut away. Decking removed from an 
LST was installed as a new main deck in the 
LSM enclosing the former open hold. Before 
the plating was put down, however, six of 
the large LST winches were installed in the 
hold, three of them with tow lines leading 
out through the bow and three leading aft. 
A collision bulkhead was installed inside the 
bow to trap water that came into the ship 
through fair leads for the forward tow cables. 
New compressors and welding machines 
and new wiring were installed in the LSM. 
Devine traded some his work from Kaiser. He 
equipped the ship with anchors and chain 
salvaged from the river, and added a couple 
of Eells anchors, said to be the toughest type 
of salvage anchors. And he named the new 
vessel Salvage Chief 

During the four years (1953) that have 
ensued since the ship was commissioned for 
her new work (1949) she has pulled nearly 
a dozen vessels off from ocean beaches, 
towed in another dozen or so from seas 
when they were in jeopardy, put out the fire 
which gutted the Danish liner, Erria, and 
performed numerous minor pulling tasks in 
the Columbia River. 

First salvage job was the rescue of a cannery 
tender, Deneb, from the sands of Long 
Beach, Washington. Next was a log barge 

at Tillamook Bay entrance. The tug, L.H. 
Coolidge, a large barge owned by Puget 
Sound Tug and Barge Company, The lumber 
schooner Cynthia Olson, the barge Kiska 
Island and finally the big freighter Yorkmar 
were all successfully pulled from groundings 
along coasts of Oregon, Washington, 

and Alaska. 

Vessels towed in from sea included the 
C Trader (twice), the tanker Alan Seeger, 
the Cynthia Olson, and only recently the 
Honduran freighter Aristotelis, which she 
towed in 1100 miles from the North Pacific to 
Victoria, B.C. 

In the case of the Erria fire, the Salvage 
Chief ran alongside and emptied 250 bottles 
of CO2 gas and 300 drums of foam oil into 
the vessel’s holds. These elements cooled 
down the ship sufficiently to permit a 
boarding party to get aboard and remove the 
bodies of 10 passengers and crew members 
who lost their lives in the fire. 

Devine’s crew on the Salvage Chief 
includes a number of relatives and friends 
who have worked as fishermen, divers and 
construction hands along the Columbia River. 
His brothers, Maurice and Chuck, usually go 
with the ship as divers and maintenance men. 
Louis Smith and Les Fowler occasionally also 
are divers. Fred Haines and Kai Theilade 


occasionally go as helpers. Paul LaMade, 
ex-Marine Electric (now with Electro- 
Mechanical) who was in charge of wiring the 
ship in 1948, has been aboard as electrician 
on several major salvage jobs. Ray Emerson 
is another electrician. Cliff Sherman is 
employed as purser. 

Devine employs Vince Miller as Master on 
the Salvage Chief, and Sam Clifford as Chief 
Engineer, and Reino Mattila of Astoria as Mate. 
Deckhands and engine room men are hired 
from the Maritime unions. 

The Salvage Chief operates on quite a 
different plan than do most other salvage 
outfits. The accepted method used for a 
hundred years has been to put out an anchor 
to sea and pull upon it with the ship’s own 
deck winches. This plan works fairly well as 
long as the ship’s water system does not fill 
up with sand and the fires under the boilers 
can be kept burning. But when the power 
fails, the ship has no more strength with 
which to pull itself off. 





Modern crew L to R 

Reino Maltica, Dean Lackey, Brand Diester, 
Debbie Ferguson, Don Floyd (behind), ?, 
Shawn Lackey, ?, Gino Leech, and Steve Lund 


Salvage Chief carries its own power 
plant, takes a position between the ship and 
anchors and exerts a steady pull on both ship 
and anchors. The plow share steel towlines 
employed are 1 5/8 inches in diameter and 
2500 feet long which permits the Chief to 
plant its anchors more than a half mile at 
sea from the stranded vessel. The Salvage 
Chief then backs in toward shore as far as 
the skipper dares to take it, and gets a line to 
the beach. On most of the jobs, the Salvage 
Chief crew has fired a small line to shore by 
use of a Lyle gun or floated one end ashore 
attached to a barrel or timber. In the case 
of the stranded ammunition barge last fall, 
Devine employed an airplane to carry the line 
from the beach out to the anchored Salvage 
Chief Getting the towlines rigged up often 
is the most difficult part of the jobs and often 
requires several days of exhaustive effort. 
However, only once has Devine been forced 
to give up. That was the case of a log barge 
aground at the mouth of the Umpqua River 
where sand bars prevented the Salvage Chief 
from getting closer than 4000 feet. 
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That Man Devine And His Chief 


With the Salvage Chief securely anchored 
and securely tied to a beached ship, Devine 
waits for high tide. This if the ship proves 
to be “lively”, a term applied to a vessel that 
is light enough to work and bounce a little 
on the sand, the steady pull on the lines will 
cause the vessel to “walk herself off”, with 
each incoming swell helping to lift the vessel 
a trifle, loosening her from the grip of the 
sands, and helping to move her toward the sea. 


Addition — 2009 

The famous salvage vessel, Salvage Chief, 
has been moored at Pier 2 Port of Astoria 
for many years now, standing by for the next 
call for help. She is kept in tip-top shape by 
her owners, Devine Diving Co., and is always 
ready to go at a moments notice. Two of her 
most famous recent jobs were the Exxon 
Valdez oil disaster in Prince William Sound, 
Alaska in 1989 and the New Carissa beaching 
fiasco on the Oregon Coast. 


In 2007 the Independent Scientific 
Review Panel directed the Select Area 
Fisheries Enhancement Project (SAFE) 
to make the program more efficient. 

In response to that review efficiency 
measures were written into the Bonneville 
Power Administration funding proposal 
for the years 2007-2009. One measure 
was to reduce the cost of management, 
which resulted in the reduction of the 
CEDC Fisheries and Washington managers 
to six-month positions effective during 
the 2008 budget year. A resolution to the 
shortfall in funding for fisheries project 
management, as well as the need for some 
County departmental reorganization 

was the creation of a Natural Resource 
Manager position that would be half 
fisheries and half parks and forestry. Upon 
the retirement of former fisheries manager 
Tod Jones at the end of June 2008, Steve 
Meshke was tapped for the Natural 
Resource Manager position and CEDC 


Fisheries became Clatsop County Fisheries. 


Steve was a natural fit for the position, 
having spent the past four years as 
manager of the County Parks. A native 
Oregonian born and raised in Portland, 
Steve is an avid fisherman and hunter 


(Continued) 


Information and pictures provided by 
Don Floyd, long-time member of the Salvage 
Chief crew. He and his father and other 


family members worked for Fred Devine 


for many years. Don went to work on 

the Salvage Chief in 1972 and just retired 
recently. Reino Mattila, longtime Captain, 
is now retired after 50 full years. 





Modern Salvage now moored at Pier 2- Astoria Port Docks. Photo credit to Lesle Palmeri. 


New Manager And New Name 
For Fisheries Project 


and has lived in Astoria since 1997. His 
wife Sandy is a horse enthusiast and they 
have two children, Ryan and Emily. Steve 
entered the US Coast Guard following 
high school graduation and completed a 





20-year career where he served in Alaska 
California, Minnesota, Oregon (3 times) 


’ 


and Virginia. During his career in the 
Coast Guard he served as Machinery 
Technician performing repairs and 
maintenance to various engineering plants 
aboard motor lifeboats and ships, while 
also conducting vessel safety boardings 
and search and rescue operations. His 

last tour was here in Astoria aboard the 
USCGC Steadfast where he was in charge 
of the Main Propulsion Division, which 


conducted the maintenance and operation 
of the engine room equipment. Following 
retirement from the Coast Guard and prior 
to joining the County as Parks manager, 
Steve worked as a seasonal for County 
Parks, an engineering consultant for the 
Tongue Point Seamanship Program and in 
construction. Since joining the fisheries 
program July 1, 2008 Steve has been diving 
into the complex maze of lower Columbia 
River salmon issues and the challenges 

of sustaining the fisheries program’s 
hatchery and net-pen sites on limited 
funding. He brings a strong background 
of leadership, a good understanding of 
local government processes, an excellent 
reputation with state and federal agencies 
and a willingness to learn the ‘SAFE fishery 
ropes’ from his staff. We are hopeful for 
the continuation and future progress of 
Clatsop County Fisheries and the larger 
SAFE program as a significant player in 
sustaining this area’s rich salmon-fishing 
history. 


By:Toni Miethe 





Josephson’s Smokehouse 
Questions and Answers By Mike Josephson 


Nathan Coleman: “What made you decide 
to take over the family business?” 


Mike Josephson: “There were a few 
factors. Most important, I had helped by 
father, Cecil Anton Josephson, from the time 
I was twelve years old establish his Columbia 
River salmon buying business. It was very 
enjoyable work. Buying a commodity, 
salmon, in a free market system of buyers 
competing for the catch of some 1000 
fisherman on the river was challenging 

and exciting.” 


NC: “What has made you the most 
successful as an entrepreneur?” 


MJ: “Perseverance. “Sticking with it” and 
“Finding a way to keep on keeping on” were 
key to eventual success in a sunset industry 
that required regularly adapting to changing 
circumstances. In other words, stay in 
business, keep the doors open.” 


NC: “What do you like most about owning 
your own business?” 


MJ: “My business is special in that we make 
fine specialty seafood products that give 

our customers a lot of satisfaction. I like the 
physical aspect of my business with hands- 
on making of products. I like the creative 
work of developing products, packaging, 
and literature. It has been a great source 

of satisfaction to see the development the 
business has brought about in the lives of 
our employees.” 


NC: “If you had to choose one thing that 
separates Josephson’s Smokehouse from the 
competition, what would it be?” 








; 





We build all sizes of famous 
Columbia River Gillnet rollers 


Custom-built hydraulic equipment 


GALIE(503)0725-222)| 
Stuart Haas 


Hydraulic Marine 
Equipment Co., Inc. 


P. O. Box 156 


MJ: “The main thing that separates 
Josephson’s from our competition is 
products that are unique to our company. 
My sister says, “Josephson’s Smokehouse 

is not a cookie-cutter business”. The 
development and sustaining of uniqueness is 
important to any company that targets niche 
markets.” 


NC: “What drives you to succeed?” 


MJ: “For me,I have always had high 
expectations of myself. I like to work. If 
you're going to be an entrepreneur, you'll 
need to bear the responsibility of seeing 
that everything in your business gets 
accomplished by someone to a reasonable 
degree of satisfaction.” 


NC: “Did your grandfather or father have 
the vision for company growth that 
you have?” 


MJ: “My grandfather, Anton Josephson, was 
the founder of Josephson’s Smokehouse. 
He was primarily a Columbia River gillnet 
salmon fisherman. He was a pioneer who 
was one of the first to transition from the 
fishing sail boats of the “butterfly fleet” to 
a single cylinder motor driven fishing boat. 
He also developed a unique process for cold 
smoking salmon in two old fashioned gravity 
smokehouses which he designed. 

My father, Cecil, was schooled in the 
salmon harvesting fishing techniques by 
my grandfather. By the age of sixteen he 
was fishing his own boat. It was a robust, 
demanding lifestyle with opportunities 
to fish 240 days of the year. During the 
1920’s, 1930's, and 1940's Cecil enjoyed 
a good living from the fishery. He helped 
supply Anton with salmon and together 


New capstan roller 


Clatskanie, OR 97016 








they built, in 1938, the old fashioned gravity 
smokehouse in our current building. By 
the late 1940's and early 1950’s the dams’ 
effect on the salmon runs had diminished 
the opportunities to make a good living as a 
fisherman. Cecil chose to develop a salmon 
buying business in the mid-1950’s. In the 
1950's, 1960’s and first half of the 1970's 
Cecil’s salmon buying business prospered. 
Since the mid-1970’s, I, Michael Josephson, 
have experienced the reduction of salmon 
buying opportunities. In 1982 my vision 
shifted from being a resource based business 
to being a niche marketing based business. 
The niche market specialty seafood business 
was “Sell a product and when you get orders 
go out and buy the raw material, fish, to 
the exact specifications. Currently, | am 
faced with developing a transition for the 
Josephson’s Smokehouse to continue on 
after my time.” 


Credit to Nathan Coleman 


Specialty Seafood & Smokehouse 


G Serving the World for over 88 years 
with Fine Smoked & Canned Seafood 


O Specialty Seafood Gift Packs 

0 Hot Smoked Seafood 

0 Cold Smoked Chinook Salmon 
o Salmon Jerky 


O Visit our Historic Smokehouse and 
Sample Our Healthful Products 


503-325-2190 


OPEN DAILY - we're on the trolley route 
106 Marine Drive, Astoria, Oregon 97103 


SHIP WORLDWIDE 800-772-374 


As seen on Network TY, Food Finds 
WWWJOSEPHSONS.COM 
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Poets Corner 


The Fisherman 


Alaska, the land of romance— 
Her tales are oft retold; 


deur of ber mountain peaks; 
e fisher poet ihe eos 
VIGAISOAE ft ie Her valleys rich with gold. 
laurate, Dave Densmore, The silver horde which comes and goes; 
. . de in a day. 
st Of fortunes ma 
with two Of bis laie The romance of the miner- 
creations and an old As he mucks in the earth for his pay; 


The romance of the musher, 
As he hit the cold, cold trail- 
Bleary eyed and frozen stiff. 
To get thru’ the Dawson mail. 


favorite “The Fisherman”. 


I've read her tales by the thousands 
From Cape Nome to Ketchikan, 

But never a poem or even an ode 
About the Fisherman. 





Rain No weakling here can take a chance, 
They’re weeded out like chaff 
The rain’s driving sideways, Sunshine No beardless youth or city dude 
Whipped by an angry, ferocious wind. Can stand the hard, hard gaff. 
The roaring, the drumming, thunders, Snow’s driving sideways, Men with lots of guts, my lad— 
As the supercharged rain begins. Freezing wind seems to scream. Men that never cry 
Memories of sun’s golden warmth For they have to fight from dawn to night 
Sitting in my cheery galley Just a far off, faded dream. Or else go down and die. 
The stove valiantly battles cold and damp With a thirteen-foot oar 
To night I hunker in with my pen, I'm here on this pitching deck, On that rough lee shore 
Not beading out on any tramp. Freezing spray slaps my ioe You have to pull like sin- 
DOs Noee peruse Nhe The roaring waves will be your grave 
As I stare at that blank page We seem lost in time and space. Ifever you give in 
My mind drifts away to a crowded bar, 
To friends, drink, and song. But spring will finally roll around, 
tee rain cries, “too a too far’ Cait ees place for me. You fight like bell with never a yell 
Then finally the warmth of summer, To get in a fathom of net; 
So I turn the music up a notch, With so much to do and see. You've bad no sleep and nothing to eat 
And with fierce resolve take up the pen. And your clothes are wringing wet., 
Still I hear the far off sound of laughter, Yeah, I'll again stroll through town, You've fished the sands, those treacherous 
And a joke being told by a friend. The sun hot upon my back, sands 
Just savoring the joy of sunshine, Till your very soul is sick; 
The rain pounds against the side of the boat Knowing, there’s really nothing that I lack. Your mouth’s red hot and your eyes 
Pouring down the dark windows beside the table, bloodshot- 
I furrow my brow and tell myself, Ab, the girls float by in summer dress, But it’s pick, you buggers, pick. 
Tonight I'll write the best that I am able. How cheerful they shine. 
Only way life could be better, » 
But I just hear the band starting up, ies ae were mine. efae papi eid pe Some 
The stories being shouted out so loud, 5 
I feel the forgetfulness, warmth, and friendship, Take a stroll on up the bill, pot ekee meus her A eras 
That seems a natural part of any crowd. See all the flowers in the yards. Wee SEW are NEON 
They're celebrating the joy of sun, And to the trapper and to the skinner, 
Finally turn off the music and thrown down the And will have me smiling hard. For all of them have sand, 
pen, But the last and loudest cheer 
Going out on a night like this is just insane. Yeah, sunshine brings so much joy We'll give to the FISHERMAN! 
But I grab my hat and codt..., I'll be glad to see winter go, 
And step out to face the rain. But dreams of that sun are with me, Bill Northon 1913 


No matter how bard snow and wind may blow. 


Dave Densmore Dave Densmore 
Febuary 1, 2007 November 15, 200 





Featuring Marine Artist 


: ah. tee 3 Diana Johnson 
Diana >, eee —See actual paintings 


Jo hnson at CRFPU office. 


Commissioned 
Boat Paintings 


Marine Artist 





Diana Johnson at work. 


We continue an artistic view on 
boats involved in the 


(503) 338-0146 Columbia River & Pacific Ocean 


Pacific NW Region Commercial Fisheries. 
Astoria 
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Seafood Grill 


Come See Us po 
For All of Your a 

Seafood and oe? 
Catering Needs! 


(503) 325-9592 


fk 229 West Marine Drive ‘ 
Astoria, Oregon WE SHIP! 


http://uniontownfishmarket.com 





















* Two marins with guest 
slips or craft up to 100’ 








+ A variety of berthing and 
services options for 
commercial and 
recreational boats 









We supply all your marine 
& automotive needs! 


ASTORIA AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY 


23rd and Commercial 





* Fuel dock, shore power 10 Pier 1, Suite 102 
and brand new facilities Astoria, Oregon 97103 
503-325-8279 







* 88 ton TravelLift and boat 
haulout services 










+ Regional airport with two asphalt ruways of 5796’ 
and 4490’, pus ILS, VOR, and GPS 






+A spectacular spot at the mouth of the mighty 
Columbia River 





Sat 8am - 5pm 
Sun 10am - 3pm 






325-2411 
NAPA Open Daily 8am to 6pm, 






=== port of Astoria 


marina@portofastoria.com * www.portofastoria.com 









Seal Problems... ? 


We are the authorized distributors of California Seal Control Marine mammal 
protection devices and are now able to ship ground service anywhere in the 
continental USA. Call or write today for more information and a free brochure! 


SHELL CRACKERS AVAILABLE, TOO! 


California Seal Control 


2190 Signal Place, 
San Pedro, CA 90731 


310-831-5516 
310-832-2633 


VISA AND MASTER CARD ACCEPTED 


See us for all your marine 
electronic needs 
featuring: 


¢ Raymarine ¢ C-map 
¢ Garmin ¢ Navionics 
«Icom 


Radars - GPS - Depth Finders - VHF Radios 
Inverters - Battery Chargers 


FENGLUND MARINE & 
7 OE INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY & 
hed AV 


4A 


95 Hamburg + Astoria, Oregon 97103 + 503 325 4341 + Toll-Free 800 2287051 + Fax 503 325 6421 
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Mystery Photos 


(Let) Can you name the boat in the photo? Where is it 
located? What operation was it involved in? Who was the 


operator? 
(Photo submitted by Ray Raihala and Starr Boudreau) 


(Below) Can you identify these two lucky fisherman? 
(Photo submitted by the Editor) 


Contact the Editor at: 
PO Box 627, Astoria 
503-325-2702 









Mystery Photos ID 
from last issue 


The gillnetters have caught a specie of porpoise and 
not a salmon. 


The seiners do have salmon in their net even though 
they look like sturgeon. 


2 or 3 people called in to set the record straight. 
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Dead Reckoning Of The 
Pacific Graveyard 





Astoria’s Bill Brooks began his 
business in 2001.Then known as NW 


Columbia Map Company, its birth was 
inspired by the impending Lewis & 
Clark bicentennial of 2004,5 & 6. 
Bill created a map that laid the present- 
day states over the top of the route 
that the Corps of Discovery followed 
to arrive at the Pacific Ocean. The 
result was a document that gives a 
renewed sense of scale to the historic 
journey. He further enhanced the maps 
with USPS first day issue stamps and 
postmarks commemorating the historic 
event. 

Once that project was well 
into production, Bill arrived at the 
thought that no one had yet created 
an all-inclusive shipwreck chart 
representing the Pacific Graveyard 
region. Everything available was 
either incomplete or overly simplistic. 
Even before the Lewis & Clark maps 
had been fully refined, Brooks began 
the daunting task of assembling the 
information he would need in order to 
pull off his feat of producing the most 
complete shipwreck chart to date for 
the SW Washington and NW Oregon 
coasts and including the mouth of the 
Columbia River. 


Museums, news clippings, author 
interviews and countless hours of 
historic research were interspersed 
throughout and alongside his regular 
business. The shipwrecks themselves 
were a challenge. Even the Library of 
Congress was of minimal assistance as 
there just wasn’t anything out there on 
the scale of what Bill was attempting. 

Bill then hit upon the idea to include 
a separate listing of lost fishing vessels 
for the region. He figured that living 
in a fishing community, it would be 
less difficult to assemble these than 
the relatively older shipwrecks. Not 
so. Upon visiting the most obvious 
places, he realized that no one had yet 
listed them together. This was odd, 
considering the area’s vast foundation 
within the commercial fishing industry. 

This, then, would be no simple task of 
gathering information; Bill had opened 
the door to even more research. He 
knew it needed to be done. At one 
point, he “ran away screaming” and let 
the chart project sit at idle for seven 
months; it was overwhelming. 

The community at large and 
numerous local fishers’ recollections 
and records were mainly used to 
populate the list. It is a list that is never 
complete, the additions continue either 
as they are discovered or occur. 

The lost fishing vessel lists are 
printed on handmade paper using an 
old-fashioned letter press in Portland, 
Oregon. They are done in small batches 
so that the list can be revised. Every 
year, it is added to. Seeing the chart, 






Dale Hughes, owner 
(360) 777-8361 








Aluminum Fabrication and Boat Building 


& Chinook Marine Repair, Ine. 


Authorized Dealer 
Volvo-Penta, Honda, Mercruiser, Steigercraft Boats, Mercury Outboards - Duroboat 


P. O. Box 61 © Chinook, WA 98614 






many end up asking if there is a certain 
name on the list. More often than not, 
it is there. 

If by some chance it isn’t, the name 
and date are added and will be included 
in the next printing. Neighbors, co- 
workers and family; their survival and 
loss. These are the ones we all feel the 
closest personal connection with, a 
kinship of community. 

The wording at the top of the list 
simply reads “To respect and remember, 
and that states it perfectly. 

Bill sells the charts from his home 
business and at Astoria’s Sunday Market. 
Various local businesses display the 
chart, and it has also been included in 
shipwreck exhibits, and can also be 
viewed at the Columbia River 
Maritime Museum. 


” 


By: Bill Brooks & Liz McMaster 


ay 


: The aa eases, 
gathering of maritime history 
Ha region including 


shipwrecks, lore and most complete list of lost 
fishing vessels to date. 
To order or to arrange a viewing, 
call: 503-338-6056 
or visit our website: 


www.historyinvogue.com 
(click on Dead Reckoning) 


NW Limited... 
History in Vogue 

658 3rd Street 
Astoria, Oregon 97103 
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Toll Free 1-800-457-9459 






450 N.E. Skipanon Drive, Warrenton, Oregon 97146 * 503-861-2201 


The Pacific Seafood Group, a family owned, vertically integrated 
seafood company based in the Western United States. The Pacific 
Group processes West Coast products from Alaska to Mexico and 
owns and operates distribution facilities and distributes in 
Washington, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, California, Nevada and 
Utah. The Pacific Group exports products throughout Asia, Europe 
and the Middle East and also imports products from many of 
these areas as well. 


Alaska Pollock 
Albacore Tuna 
American Lobster | 
Atlantic Salmon | 
Catfish | 
Chum Salmon 
Clams 
Cod 
Coho Saimon 
Cold Water Shrimp 
Dungeness Crab 
Flounder 
Halibut 
King Crab | 
King Salmon 
Lingcod 
Mahi 
Mussels 
Oysters 
Pacific Rockfish 
Pacific Whiting 
Pink Salmon 
Sable Fish 
Scallops 
Seabass 


Shark 
’ Snowcrab 

Please see our web site for more information at: a Me MF Sockeye Salmon 
www.pacseafoods.com ; eos Spiny Lobster 
— ot Squid 

Surimi 

Swordfish 

Tilapia 

Trout 

Warm WaterShrimp 
YellowfinTuna 


Oregon Financial Services Group 


Excellence for over 100 years 


Helping commercial fishermen with important financial decisions: 


Wealth Preservation Investments * Retirement Plans 
Business Planning Tax Reduction Strategies College Funding 
Insurance Strategies Long Term Care Insurance 


Oregon Financial Services Group has offices in Astoria, 
Gearhart, Portland, Medford, Corvallis, Salem, and Bend 


Our local representatives are: 


* Larry Elliott * Dan Arnoth 
Gearhart, OR (| MassMutual Astoria, OR 
(503) 717-0505 TRE MINE CuI? LOWPANIER™ (503) 325-5139 


*Registered Representatives of and securities offered through MML Investors Services, Inc., 
Member SIPC 
222 §. W. Columbia, Suite 825 


Portland, OR 97201 
(503) 221-1211 
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Arthur E. Peterson 

Longtime Skamokawa 
resident Arthur E. Peterson, 80, 
widely known as “Skamokawa 
Pete” passed August 11, 2008, 
as a result of an auto accident 
in Longview, WA. He was born 
October 25, 1927 to John Olaf 
and Suzanne (Dotson) Peterson 
in Skamokawa. He attended 
school in Portland, OR at Benson Tech. 

He joined the Merchant Marines in September 1943, 
continuing through August 1945 during WWIL. 

He married Lois Clausen on March 8, 1946, she was 
the mother of his children and they were together 33 
years before divorcing. Judy Smith became his longtime 
companion and life partner; together 22 years until 
his death. 

He was a commercial fisherman all his working years; 
on the Columbia, Willapa Bay, Grays Harbor, Bristol Bay 
(50 yrs) in Alaska, and Herring fishing on the California 
coast. He also enjoyed sport fishing. He owned the 
Duck Inn in Skamokawa since 1975. He was a legend in 
his own time and the “heart” of Skamokawa; he will be 
greatly missed by thousands of friends and family. 

He was a member of Skamokawa Grange, Longview- 
Kelso Elks, Longview American Legion, Ocean Park 
Eagles, and Moose. 

He is survived by life-partner Judy Smith, at home; 

a son, John Peterson of Kodiak,AK; a daughter, Sandra 
Davis of Cathlamet; a brother, Raymond Peterson of 
Auburn, CA; one grandson, 3 step grandchildren, 2 step 
great-grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews. 

He is preceded by a brother, Johnny Peterson, and 3 
sisters Vivian Yokum, Bernice Weston, and 
Margaret Gates. 

Donations in his memory may be made to 
Skamokawa Volunteer Fire Dept., PO. Box 145, 
Skamokawa, WA 98647. 


Johnny Ray Anderson 

Lifelong area resident 
Johnnie Ray Anderson passed 
away at home on Puget Island, 
Washington on September 18, 
2008 of heart failure. He was 67 
years old. 

Johnnie was born April 22, 
1941 to Raymond and Rosa 
Mae (Cook) Anderson in Longview, Washington. He 
graduated from Wahkiakum High School in 1959 and 
attended Lower Columbia College. He proudly served 
in the U.S.Army during the 
Vietnam War. 

On November 14, 1970 he married the love of his 
life Diane Emery, at the United Methodist Church in 
Skamokawa, Washington. They were married 30 years. 
She preceded him in death in 2000. Diane’s memory 
lived in his heart and he spoke of her often until the day 
he died. 

He was a member of the Columbia River Fisherman’s 
Protective Union, Master Mason,American Legion, 
and AIFMA. Johnnie Ray was a master craftsman 
and boat builder. He especially loved working in his 
woodworking shop, but his real love was commercial 
fishing on the Columbia River and Bristol Bay, Alaska 











Wave Goodbye 


his entire life. The first boat he built was the “Viking 
Queen” in 1976 and he fished on the Skamokawa Drift 
Rights until his passing. He also built several Bristol Bay 
boats, the “Number One” and his personal boat 

the “Tangueray”. 

For many years John would go up to the bay early 
and work as a boat carpenter repairing boats for the 
upcoming fishing seasons. Whether it was wood or 
fiberglass John was an accomplished craftsman in 
both medias. He was instrumental in establishing the 
Wahkiakum Trap Shooting Program. He enjoyed working 
alongside the kids and was an avid duck hunter. 

He is survived by a brother, Dan Silverman of 
Skamokawa, Washington, a sister, Mary Kellogg of Albany, 
Oregon, a brother-in-law, Gary Emery, sister-in-law Pam 
Emery, and Sherry Ostling, four nieces, Katie Kellogg, 
Tracy Ostling Tomlinson, Nicole and Natalie Emery, two 
Nephews, Terry and Jeffery Ostling and dear friends Lisa 
and Emi Marsyla. 

Donations may be made in Johnnie Ray Anderson’s 
name to Wahkiakum Trap Shooting Fund P.O. Box 398 
Cathlamet, WA 98612. 


Glenn Loren Nelson 

Glenn Loren Nelson, 78, of 
Astoria, died Wednesday, Sept. 
10, 2008, in Seaside. 

He was born April 7, 1930 in 
Astoria, to Pearl (Hakkala) and 
Frank J. Nelson. 

After graduating from Astoria 
High School, he spent two 
years in the U.S.Army. 

In 1951, he married Charlotte Whitten. She survives, 
residing in Astoria. The couple lived in Astoria. 

Mr. Nelson worked the majority of his life at Bumble 
Bee Seafoods, retiring in 1981. 

He was a long-time member of the Astoria 
American Legion. 

Family members said that during his lifetime he 
enjoyed many hobbies, including duck hunting, fishing, 
woodworking and traveling. 

In addition to his wife, he is survived by a daughter 
and son-in-law, Craig Vergerson of Rainier; a son and 
daughter-in-law, Ken and Janine Nelson of Astoria; and 
four grandchildren, Katie Bergerson of Beaverton, Grant 
Bergerson of Rainier, Kaylene Herman and her husband, 
Brad, of White Salmon, Wash., and Juliann Koehnke and 
her husband, Dan, of Colorado. 

Memorial contributions may be made to Lower 
Columbia Hospice, in care of Caldwell’s Luce-Layton 
Mortuary, 1165 Franklin Ave.,Astoria, OR 97103. 
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Almeda Jane Siverson 

Almeda Jane Siverson, 87, of 
Astoria, died Wednesday, Dec. 
10, 2008, in Astoria. 

She was born March 24, 
1921, in Astoria, to Leo and 
Hannah (Egger) Polehn. She 
was raised in Astoria and lived 
here all of her life. She was 
the great-granddaughter of 
Columbia River slough pioneer Thomas Culley, 

She received a Bachelor’s degree in education at 
Oregon College of Education in Monmouth. She also 








attended the University of California at Berkeley as well 
as the University of Washington, where she received her 
Master’s degree. 

On Aug. 26, 1951, she married George E. Siverson in 
Astoria. He survives, residing in Astoria. 

From 1943 to 1945, Mrs. Siverson worked for the 
Vancouver, Wash., public school system. She worked for 
the U.S. Naval hospital dispersing office from 1945 to 
1947. She taught eighth grade in Knappa in 1947 and 
1948, and then in the Astoria public school system from 
1948 to 1986. 

She was a member of the Alpha Omega Chapter 
Delta Kappa Gamma International,American Library 
Association, American Association of University Women, 
Zonta International, Columbia River Maritime Museum, 
and was Oregon Kappa Master of Beta Sigma Phi. 

Family members said she enjoyed sewing, cooking 
and gardening and was an avid reader. 

In addition to her husband, she is survived by a 
brother and sister-in-law, Culley and Shiena Polehn; 
three nephews, and a caregiver, Vicki Ramsey. 

Memorial contributions may be given to the American 
Breast Cancer Foundation or Lower Columbia Hospice, 
in care of Hughes-Ransom Cremation & Mortuaries, 576 
12th St., Astoria, OR 97103. 


Betty J. Pedersen 

Longtime Cathlamet resident Betty Jane Pedersen, 
82, died November 25, 2008 at Community Hospice in 
Longview, WA. She was born June 15, 1926 in Hysham, 
Mont. to Ray and Thrina (Ohnsager) Moffitt.On February 
14, 1949 she married Pete Pedersen; he preceded her 
in death May 31, 1985. They raised their family on Puget 
Island before moving to Cathlamet in 1971. 

She was a member of the Longview/Kelso Elks, Sons 
of Norway, UCIDA and Columbia River Fisherman’s 
Protective Union. She worked for a total of 25 years at 
Doumit’s Grocery and Bob’s Shopping Center before 
retiring in 1996. She was a loving person who enjoyed 
her family. 

She is survived by a daughter, Sherry Stewart; 
son Art Pedersen, brother Clarence Albrightson, 10 
grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren two great-great- 
grandchildren and several nieces and nephews. 

Besides her husband, she was preceded in death by 
her son Ray Pedersen, two brothers and three sisters. 

Memorial contributions may be made to Community 
Hospice, P.O. Box 2067, Longview, WA 98632 or the 
Wahkiakum Family Practice Clinic, 335 Una Avenue, 
Cathlamet, WA 98612. 


Allen Villiers Cellars 
Allen Villiers Cellars passed 
away on Monday, August 4, 
2008 in his home in Warrenton 
at the age of 86. He was born 
in Astoria on February 19, 
1922 to James Hayes Cellars 
and Mignon Allen Cellars and, 
except for college, four years 
in Portland and 8 years in San 
Rafael, Calif., was a lifelong resident of Clatsop County. 
He attended Shively School and Astoria High School. 
Allen was destined to be a Duck, as his mother, father, 
and aunt Zoe Allen Evans all attended the University 
of Oregon. He was a member of the Delta Upsilon 








fraternity, and graduated from the University in 1947 
with a B.B.A. While at the University of Oregon, Allen 
joined the ROTC and was a first lieutenant, 2nd Division, 
Ninth Infantry from 1944 to 1946. He fought in the 
Battle of the Bulge and was awarded a Purple Heart 
with on Oak Leaf Cluster,American Theater Service 
Medal, European African Middle Eastern Service Medal 
with two Bronze Stars, and a Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge. After the war, he and his wife spent time in 
Europe visiting several of the battle sites. 

On a happier note, at the University of Oregon, he 
also met his future wife, Natalie E Cartier, an art major 
and sister in the Delta Gamma Society. They were 
married in Tacoma, Wash. On February 7, 1948. 

Allen was employed as an accountant with Sawtell 
and Goldrainer in Portland from 1947 to 1951, and then 
with the Columbia River Packer’s Association (later 
Bumble Bee Seafoods, a division of Castle & Cooke) 
from 1951 until his retirement in 1982, starting as an 
accountant and rising to executive vice president. 

Allen was a Certified Public Accountant and a 
member of the Financial Executive Institute (San 
Francisco Chapter), the American Society of Corporate 
Secretaries and the Oregon Society of C.P.A.s. He was 
also, at various times, a member of the Arlington Club, 
Multnomah Athletic Club, Kiwanis Club, Astoria Golf 
and Country Club and the Clifton Athletic Club. He also 
served throughout the years on the Astoria Planning 
Commission, Astoria City Budget Committee, Grace 
Episcopal Church Vestry and Endowment Board, and the 
boards of the Columbia River Maritime Museum, Clatsop 
County Historical Society, and the Surf 
Pines Association. 

Allen is survived by his wife Natalie Cartier Cellars of 
Warrenton; daughters Allison Z. Cellars of Warrenton and 
Constance C. Halperin of Portland; Contance’s husband 
Bruce B. Halperin; and grandchildren Wm. Tieg Campbell 
of Eugene, Rian A. Halperin of Brooklyn, New York, and 
Devon C. Halperin of Ashland. 

The family requests in lieu of flowers, gifts to Grace 
Episcopal Church Memorial Endowment Fund or to the 
Columbia River Maritime Museum. 


James Vincent Morrell 
1917—2008 

Jim was born Oct. 12, 1917, 
in Astoria to Philimet and 
Joseph Morrell. Jim passed 
away on Sept. 10, 2008, at the 
age of 90 with his loving family 
at his side. 

Jim was one of six siblings. 
He grew up in Clifton, Ore., 
except for two years in Italy when he was five. Jim was 
a 1935 graduate of Benson High School, and in 1936 
he married Louise Orlow and they had two children, 
Ronald and Jimmie. They lived in Clifton until 1952, 
Knappa, Ore., until 1963and then Goble, Ore., where 
Jim spent the rest of his life. 

Jim worked in the shipyards during the war years and 
then went to work for Bumble Bee Seafoods in 1963 
purchasing fish from Bonneville to Astoria. He also spent 
many years in Alaska for Bumble as a net boss, retiring 
in 1980. 

Jim loved to hunt and fish and spend time in his 
garden or visiting with friends and family. 

Jim is survived by his son, Jimmie; seven 
grandchildren; and many friends. Jim was preceded in 
death by his parents; his wife, Louise; his son, Ronald; 
and all his siblings. 

Flowers may be sent to Columbia Funeral Home, 681 
Columbia Blvd., St. Helens, OR 97051. 

Please sign the online guestbook at 
www.oregonlive.com/obits. 


















: Oregon Ocean Seafoods 
(SKIPANON BRAn,)® iti 


22555 . 
DELUXE HANDFILLED E Galena 


Warrenton Oregon 97146 
— SMOKED SALMON — 


(503) 861-1434 
ee or Toll Free at (888) 738-8910 
OREGON OCEAN SEAFOODS 
AN SEAFOOD? Norman Kujala, Owner 


Cash, money order, VISA @ MasterCard 
www.skipanonbrand.com 


Gy } 
eg Ticor Title 
Title Insurance 
and Escrow Service 
Established in 1890 
We’ve got you covered 
at convenient locations 


630 Bond Street, Astoria 
325-2144 or 877-589-9744 


422 Roosevelt, Seaside 
738-8433 or 877-589-9747 
LL www.ticorweb.com y, 



















Don Herlin Painting 


Licensed + Bonded « Insured 






Residential - Commercial 
Interior - Exterior 
34 Years experience 
















903-325-3615 


Astoria, OR 97103 
CCB #74419 



























Are you prepared? 


Do you know how you can save money and have peace of mind by paying 
funeral expenses in advance? 










Are your personal records organized so your family will receive the 
insurance and other benefits you've provided? 










Do you know how to shelter funds for funerals before applying 
for medicaid? 












Do you want to save your children from 
deciding what kind of funeral arrangement you 
want and avoid the hardship of the children 

paying for your funeral expenses personally at 
the time of your death? 










We give you many options to choose from, 
show you how you can save money in ad- 
vance not only on your funeral expenses, but 
your cemetery and headstone choices. We 
give you the time you need to think about your 
choices before prearrangements are 

finalized. We want to make sure you are com- 
fortable with your decisions. 
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Wendell Wyatt 


Former Astoria Congressman 
Wendell Wyatt died Wednesday. 
He was 91. 

Wyait, a Republican, served 
the Ist Congressional District 
from 1964 until retiring 
in 1975. 

Tributes to him focused on 
his honesty and his ability to 
get the job done. 

Denny Thompson of Astoria, who served as honorary 
Finnish Consul for 35 years worked closely with Wyatt 
and praised his ability to reach across the aisle. 

“My union friends were all Democrats, but they were 
working for Wendell Wyatt.They all respected him and 
he respected everyone in return,’ said Thompson, whose 
wife Frankie, was Wyatt's campaign chairwomen for 
Claptsop County. 

“He did everything the proper way - he was 
completely honest, and he did as much for Clatsop 
County as anyone,” 

Wyatt was a well-repected Republican leader 
who worked especially effectively with Democrat 
Congresswoman Edith Green. The federal building in 
Portland was later named for them. 

Born in Eugene in 1917, Wyatt moved with his 
family to Portland. He graduated from Jefferson High 
School, where he had been editor of the high school 
newspaper, in 1935. He worked briefly as a copy aide 
for The Oregonian newspaper, earned a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Oregon in 1941 then 
worked briefly as an FBI agent. 

When World War II broke out in the Pacific, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Marine Air Corps and served as a 
pilot from 1942 to 1946. 

Afterward, he moved to Astoria and worked for the 
law firm of Albin Norblad, the former Oregon governor 
and father of U.S. Rep. Walter Norblad. 

When Walter Norblad died in 1965, Wyatt was elected 
to his congressional seat and served five terms, retiring 
in 1974. 

Ted Bugas,a Bumbleebee Seafood executive and 
supporter of Salmon For All, knew Wyatt because both 
worked for the FBI and their Astoria offices were in the 
Post Office across the street. 

Bugas worked with Wyatt on fisheries issues, often 
traveling to Washington, D.C., often for lobbying efforts. 

After his political career, he returned to the law, 
working at Schwabe, Williamson, and Wyatt in Portland 
until his retirement. 

Wyatt was married twice. He divorced his first wife, 
Anne Elizabeth Buchanan. He married Faye Hill in 1962. 
She died last year. He had two daughters, Ann and 
Jane, and a son, Bill Wyatt, who is executive director of 
the Port of Portland and former chief of staff for Gov. 
John Kitzhaber, plus step son and stepdaughter, four 
grandchildren, and one great grandchild. 

Contributions may go to the Clatsop County 
Historical Society. 


Frank William ‘Bill’ Heiner 

February 8, 1929 - October 25, 2008 
Frank was born February 8,1929, in Astoria, to Robert 

E.and Mary C. (Dotson) Heiner. He was a member of 

the Chinook Tribe and descendant of Chief Concomly. 








Raised in Astoria, he attended Astoria schools. He 
spent summers in Altoona, Washington, with his 
grandparents. 

He was a veteran of the Korean conflict. 

He married Josephine “Betty Jo” Howe in 1954. She 
survives, residing in Astoria. 

Bill started gillnet fishing with his father and seine 
fishing with his uncles at Green Island and Mechan 
Sands. He trolled for salmon and tuna, and fished for 
crab. He worked on towboats and at the local Dairy 
Bakery as well as the Plywood Mill. 

His hobbies were hunting, fishing, catching crawfish, 
chasing logs on the river to make firewood and hiking 
with his dog, Boots. 

He is survived by four sons, Dan, Don, Del and Dean 
Heiner, all of Astoria. Son, Dave Heiner predeceased him. 
Also surviving are a brother and sister-in-law, Robert 
and Dottice Heiner of Chinook, Washington; a sister, 
Betty Leathan of Santa Maria, California; brother-in-law, 
Gordy Howe and his wife, Darlene, of Rockaway, and 
sister-in-law, Yvonne Howe of Astoria; a niece, Vicki 
Howe of Astoria; 15 grandchildren, Jesse and Tonya 
Smith, Tabatha, Derek, Scott and Michael Heiner and 
Kyler, Colton and Kadie Martin, all of Astoria, John and 
Roxanne Didion of Montesano, Washington, Glendon 
and Anna Ely of Hammond and Daniel Ely and Mike 
Smith; and numerous other grandchildren, great- 
grandchildren,and cousins. 


Melvina E. Barr 


Melvina E. Barr a life-long 
resident of Clatskanie, a long- 
time teacher and well-known 
local historian died Saturday, 
August 16, at her home on 
Swedetown Road at the 
age of 97. 

She was born Nov. 8, 1910 
to Per and Christina Erickson. 
The Erickson land was part of the Enoch Conyers 
Donation Land Claim situated on the hillside opposite 
the Mapplewood cemetery. Melvina was the fourth of 
seven children in the family, 

She attended first grade in Claskine, at a school that 
is now visible only in pictures of the town’s early years. 
She spent second grade in Seattle where she lived with 
an aunt and uncle in their home on Capital Hill. She 








Wave Goodbye Continued 


returned to Claskanie and completed her 
education here. 

After graduation from high school in 1928, she and 
her cousin Lydia Erickson traveled to Ashland where 
they attended Southern Oregon Normal College, a one- 
building teacher’s college that has grown to become 
Southern Oregon University. 

Melvina obtained her teaching degree and returned 
to Columbia County to teach in the one-room Hudson 
School, where she was responsible for all but the first 
grade. After two years she returned to Clatskanie where 
she taught until 1937 when she married William 
“Bill” Barr. 

By 1950 she was back in the classroom, teaching at 
Claskine Elementary School. During this time she was 
invited to and joined Delta Kappa Gamma, a teacher’s 
honorary organization. She retired in 1973. 

In her later years, Melvina was often interviewed on 
the topic of the early history of Clatskanie which she 
had researched extensively for over a half century. As 
the unofficial Clatskanie historian, she frequently asked 
to identify people and places in early pictures. She gave 
slide show presentations on local history to various 
groups, and narrated a recorded history of the area, 
featuring her historic photograph collection, for the 
Clatskanie Historical Society. 

Melvina was preceded in death by her brothers John, 
Edwin, Herbert, and Oscar, and her sisters Linnea West 
and Viola Washburn. Mrs. Washburn died in February of 
this year at age 101. Mel’s husband Bill passed away in 
2000 and his daughter Gretta in 2001. 

She is survived by her daughter and son-in-law Bertie 
and David Smith of Clatskanie, her grandson Erick Smith 
of Prosser, Wash., her granddaughter Christina Wallace of 
Tucson, and two great grandsons, Andrew and 
Matthew Wallace. 

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that 
contributions be made in the name of Melvina Barr to 
the Clatskanie Senior Center, located at the 
Flippin Castle. 
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CREPU and SFA are working together with other organizations and agencies to help preserve the fishery, with 
equal harvest, for all user groups on the Columbia River. 
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